BLOOD OF OTHERS

EXT. Outside of Rock Creek Dusk

A rider, an older man, rides up to the cemetery outside of Rock Creek. He looks in a pocket watch as a soft haunting melody is hummed in a voice over. Red-brown pants, chocolate brown coat, tan vest and dark colored shirt. This is Elias Mills, a man with a brush-like mustache and a hair with long bangs but short cut in the back.

Elias: I always thought I’d end up here first.

The camera changes to show a headstone marked CAROLINE STUART

Another man walks up to the cemetery gate wearing a black suit with a burgundy ribbon tie that flutters in the breeze. He carries a bouquet of yellow and white wildflowers. He sees the first man and looks distressed. 

Dropping the flowers he walks away and the horse waiting at the hitching post snorts.

Elias puts the pocket watch away.

EXT. Beside a campfire at night.

A coyote calls out, a lonely sound. Elias sits by the fire, eating jerky. His horse voices out a soft call and he picks up a handful of dirt and tosses it on the flames.

Noah comes around a bush, moving quietly his gun held aloft, muzzle pointed to the sky. Buck appears beside him and an Noah indicates with a point from his gun to continue on around. 

Buck comes around another bush and peers at the campfire. We see a lump and some boots sticking out, the fire is only a dying drift of smoke at this point. 

Noah moves closer and tilts his head to call Buck over. 

Noah walks up to the fire (which is now burning again) and aims his gun at the bundle of blankets. 

Noah: Elias Mills? Put yer hands up.

Buck walks up by the fire. 

Noah: Put ‘em where we can see ‘em.

When there’s no reply, Buck looks at Noah who nods. 

Buck leans over the bundle and lifts up the corner to find clothing stuffed beneath it to give it body. They’ve been tricked.

Buck: Teaspoon said he was cagey.

Noah and Buck both turn their attention to the dark world around them, eyes peering into the darkness.

EXT. Night

Elias walks his horse. 

Elias: Easy [inaudible]…

They come to the edge of a ‘wall’ of rock Teaspoon lowers his rifle down to aim at Elias’s head.

Teaspoon: I wouldn’t get too set on leavin’ if I was you…

Teaspoon pulls down the hammer of his rifle as Buck and Noah come up behind Elias and his horse. Elias raises his hands. 

Teaspoon: That’s a wise choice.

Buck comes up beside Elias and holds a gun pointed side-ways at Elias’s middle. 

Teaspoon: How’s goin’ boys? Buck, take his gun… very carefully.

Buck removes the gun from Elias’s holster.

EXT. Night – Rock Creek.

They ride into town and get off their horses at the Marshal’s office.

The man with the string tie is standing on the raised boardwalk outside and he drops his hat. Both Elias and the man reach for the hat at the same time, but the slightly fearful expression of the man with the string tie is still there when Elias hands him back his hat.

Teaspoon: Boys take him on in and lock him up. (Noah and Elias go inside and Teaspoon addresses the other man) Well Simon, you’ve done good. 

Simon: Did I?

Teaspoon: Weeeeeell, lots of lawmen been lookin’ for him for a long time. You aughtta feel proud. 

Simon plays with the brim of his hat.

Simon: Maybe.

Teaspoon: You know him? 

Simon: I thought I did.

Simon walks away

INT. Marshal’s office Day

Teaspoon sits at the Marshal’s desk his right foot propped up on it. There seems to be some bumpy discolored skin on the outside of his right big toe.

Cody: That sure is an ugly situation you got goin’ on there, Teaspoon.

Jesse: That thing’s big enough for shooting practice, maybe we aughta shoot it off.

Teaspoon: Buck.

Buck’s smile turns to an expectant look as he waits to hear what Teaspoon has to say.

Teaspoon: You got anything ‘constructive’ to offer?

Buck: You could, uh, try wrapping it up in a bandage.

Teaspoon: You think that might cure it?

Buck: Well, I can’t say but we wouldn’t have to look at it.

He beams a wide grin and Cody and Jesse grin in response.

Jimmy: (off screen) Teaspoon.

Jimmy and Kid appear in the open doorway.

Jimmy: You wanted to see us?

Teaspoon: Yeah. Boys (He puts his foot into his boot offscreen, his face displaying his pain.) Step outside for a minute. Ah! (we hear his foot thumping into the bottom of his boot. )

Jimmy and Kid have various reactions.

Teaspoon: Not a word from either of ya. 

Teaspoon gets up and kind of hobbles to the door. He pauses for a moment. 

Teaspoon: Jesse, stay clear of the cell. 

Elias: (from the Cell) Wood alcohol and horse liniment. 

Teaspoon stops and turns. Jimmy, Kid and Cody visible in the doorway behind him. 

Teaspoon: Beg your pardon…

Elias: Aughtta take care of your problem.

Teaspoon looks down at his foot. 

Teaspoon: Thanks for the tip, Mills. (looks over at Jesse) Don’t talk to him.

The boy just stares back. 

Teaspoon and the four riders walk out to the boardwalk. 

Jesse turns to look over at the cell, then back at the door to make sure that Teaspoon is gone.

Jesse heads over to the cell. He leans on the bars. 

Jesse: So how many men you killed? 

Elias stares back at him.

EXT. Marshal’s Office

Jimmy: Since when is it our job to escort killers to their hangin’?

Teaspoon is sitting on a bench, cradling his injured foot in its boot.

Teaspoon: Since the Territorial Governor ordered me and two men of my choosin’ to take him to Fort Kearney. You and the Kid are elected.

Cody’s sitting up against one of posts holding up the porch roof. Buck is standing to his left.

Cody: See what happens when ya got such a big reputation?

Teaspoon: yeah, that’s right, Cody, but seein’ as I’m laid up like I am, you can go in my place.

Jimmy: See what happens when ya got such a big mouth? 

Teaspoon: (Off Screen – as the camera shows Cody’s less than happy expression contrasting with Buck’s silent laughter) Boys listen up. Law’s been after Elias Mills for twenty years.

Lou is seen walking up.

Kid: What’d he do?

Teaspoon: Killed a lawman and two of his deputies; some say he’s done a lot worse since then.

Buck: Hard to believe he’s lasted this long. 

Teaspoon: Well, they brought him in once, but he got free. You boys are gonna have to watch him every step of the way. 

Cody: I’m really lookin’ forward to this.

Lou: I’ll do it.

She looks over at Jimmy and Kid and then down at the floor.

Teaspoon: Sorry Lou, already made my decis- ow! Decision.

Lou: You’re already sending me in that direction to pick up that pouch in Craig.

Teaspoon: I know that.

Lou: Look, Teaspoon, you’re always sayin’ that me bein’ a girl don’t make any difference right? 

Teaspoon: Yep.

Lou: Does it?

Teaspoon: Nope.

Lou: So then I can go, right?

Teaspoon looks at Lou… and then 

Teaspoon: Cody! Looks like you’ve got yer replacement. 

Buck gives her a smile. Cody shrugs and bounces his head up and down. 

Teaspoon: Listen up you three. Mills is gonna be lookin’ for an edge. God help you if he gets it.

EXT. Prairie

For horses and riders gallop across the prairie. Kid, Elias, Lou, Jimmy. 

EXT. Green Valley

They are now riding at a slow ‘walk’ with Lou riding next to Mills and Jimmy behind her. Kid behind Mills.

Elias is humming a haunting tune was they ride.

Jimmy: Fella ain’t puttin’ up much of fight considerin’ where we’re takin’ him. 

Kid: What’d you expect him to do?

Jimmy: Somethin’…. Other than whistle his life away. 

Kid: Well the odds aren’t exactly in his favor.

Jimmy: He’s got nothin’ to lose by tryin’… Maybe he’s just pickin’ his spot.

Kid: Could be he’s just tired of runnin’. 

Lou: Considerin’ what Teaspoon said, you boys aughtta be doin’ a lot less jawin’ and a lot more watchin’.

Elias: Thank you, ma’am, I’d appreciate the peace and quiet.

Lou: How’d you know?

Elias: Been my experience people ain’t always what they seem. (sighs) You aughtta know what I’m talkin’ about Hickok. 

He goes back to whistling and Jimmy shakes his head.

EXT. Rise above a stream

Kid: Trail’s washed out. Which way now?

Jimmy: Why don’t we try east?

Elias: That’s no good. 

Lou: Why not?

Elias: Dead end. You wanna go south. 

Jimmy nodding.

Jimmy: He says south, we go east. 

Elias sighs

Elias: Suits me. I’m in no hurry to get where I’m goin’.

EXT. the edge of some trees.

Kid and Jimmy move their horses out past the trees and now they’re at a cliff.

Kid: How ‘bout that?

Jimmy: Okay, how’d you know?

Elias: Been here before. Chased by a man I stopped for beating on a saloon girl. 

Jimmy: It’s a shame he didn’t catch you.

Elias: He did.

We see a cross made of two sticks stuck into the ground, the cross is a bit crooked, but what’s important is what it means. The man didn’t leave the scene. A raptor cries above them and the horses are turned around 

INT. Marshal’s Office – Rock Creek 

Teaspoon has his foot back up on his desk. A towel clenched in his teeth. A soft cloud of steam clouds the air, rising up behind his desk. He lowers the foot down and the sound of water splashing around his foot is heard. He seems to be handling the hot water and then as Jesse walks in he roars even with the towel in his teeth. The foot comes up onto the desk and Teaspoon fans it with the towel.

Jesse: Is your foot still botherin’ you?

Teaspoon: What’s it look like?

Jesse: I rounded up some of that horse liniment and wood alcohol that Elias was talkin’ about.

Teaspoon: Can’t you forget about that stuff?

Jesse: Just ‘cuz the man’s a killer doesn’t mean he doesn’t know how to take care of his feet.

A man walks into the office behind Jesse. 

Gilmore: Marshal?

Teaspoon looks up. 

Teaspoon: Huh? Uh… Yes, uh how can I be of service?

Gilmore: us folks up in Cottonwood heard you caught yourself the notorious Elias Mills

Teaspoon: yep

Jesse: Should’a seen it. It was a thing to behold. 

Teaspoon gives Jesse a look and the boy deflates.

Gilmore: So it is true? Well, were just.. uh… all worried that he was gonna be headed up our way. 

Teaspoon holds up a hand. 

Teaspoon: No need to concern yourself. He ain’t even in town anymore. 

Gilmore: He’s gone. Where to?

Teaspoon: Ft. Kearney, for hanging, with an armed guard so you ain’t got nothin’ to worry about.

Gilmore: Well that is comforting. I’m sorry I missed him.

Teaspoon nods

Gilmore: Well thank you, Marshal. Thank you. 

Teaspoon: Anytime. 

As he leaves the man points at Teaspoon’s foot.

Gilmore: Try a corn poultice on it.

Teaspoon lifts his aching foot back on the desktop.

Teaspoon: Ain’t you got someplace you got to be?

Jesse: Not particularly. You know you really ought to try some of this horse liniment on that. 

Teaspoon: OUT! 

Jesse: Couldn’t hurt.

Teaspoon: OUT!

After making sure that Jesse is indeed gone, Teaspoon picks up the bottle of horse liniment and slowly pours some of the yellowish liquid on the injury. His expression says he expects it to hurt,

Teaspoon: Ah! Ah!

but then in a moment, he realizes it feels better. 

Teaspoon: Oh! Ahhhhh!

He sits back in his chair and folds his arms over his middle.

INT. STORE

The shop keeper puts two boxes down on the counter. 

Shopkeep: I see that’s one box rifle plus the two bags of pistol balls. That comes to three dollars. 

A couple of coins are placed on the counter.

The shopkeep picks up the coins and points at the items. 

Shopkeep: All this ammo. Plannin’ on doin’ yerself some target practice?

Gilmore: Huntin’ trip.

He turns and walks out of the shop, the shopkeep staring after him.

EXT. On the Trail. 

Kid rides up beside Elias.

Kid: Ain’t quite figured it out, you pointin’ us in the right direction back there.

Elias: Lily ‘n me done enough runnin’ over the years. No sense in makin’ this trip any longer’n’ it needs to be. 

Jimmy: Aww, you’re just tryin’ to get on our good side, is all. 

Elias: How am I doin’?

Lou: It ain’t workin’. 

A shot is heard off screen and they all look around until Kid calls out. 

Kid: Over here!

They take off into the trees.

EXT. A Miner’s Campsite.

A robber crouches beside a dead body going through his things.

KILLER: Food… Where’d you hide it. 

Kid shoots at the man.

The Killer draws his pistol and aims a shot.

Kid falls from Katy as the others ride up. 

Lou pulls on the reins and stops as Jimmy rides by.

Lou: Kid!

The Killer fires again, using his horse for cover. 

Lou runs to kid and turns him over into her lap. Elias is still on his horse, looking for options. The Killer is riding off and as Lou removes her jacket she calls out. 

Lou: Jimmy!

Jimmy pulls his horse to a stop, he turns back
Lou is opening Kid’s top shirt button. 

Lou: Mills!

Elias has nearly turned his horse around, but looks at Jimmy. 

Jimmy still in the saddle is torn. He looks one way then another. With a grim expression he turns his mount back toward Elias. 

Jimmy: Stay where you are, Mills.

EXT. Miner’s Camp. 

Jimmy stands by a pile of rocks that indicates a grave having been ‘built’. We continue over to a nearby tree where Lou is tying a sling around the back of Kid’s neck. 

Lou: This aughtta hold you ‘til you get back to Rock Creek.

Kid; What are you talkin’ about? 

Lou: I ain’t a doctor, Kid. You need this tended to.

Jimmy: The time we spend worryin’ about you is time we ain’t watchin’ him. 

Kid is less than pleased with the thought.

EXT. Miner’s Camp

Jimmy has found the miner’s pouch of gold dust and shakes it out into his hand.

Jimmy: (sighs) Killed for a little dust with some gold in it. 

He tosses it on the ground.

Jimmy: Don’t hardly seem worth a man’s life, huh?

Elias: lots of people die for the wrong reasons. 

Jimmy’s shaking the rest of the pouch out onto the ground.

Elias: (to kid) Bleeding to death ‘cause you want to stay with me is one of the worst I’ve ever heard. 

Kid isn’t taking it well. 

Jimmy: I’d hate to admit it, Kid, but he’s right.

EXT. Ridge – Later

Three horses and riders are riding down a ridge against a cloudy sky showing signs of darkening.

Elias is whistling that same haunting tune.

EXT. Beside a river. 

Elias is up river of Lou, but showing no signs of running. She is crouched by the river and scoops water up in her hands and splashes it on her face. Sighing.

Jimmy walks up, unbuttoning his second sleeve and rolling back the fabric from his wrists. 

Jimmy: Lou. 

She looks over at him as he crouches down beside her.

Jimmy: There’s no need to worry. Kid’ll make it back just fine.

She nods in agreement.

Jimmy looks over at Elias.

Jimmy: Hey!

Elias turns back to them. 

Jimmy shakes his head. 

Jimmy: Don’t even think about it.

Elias: Just stretchin’ my legs.

Jimmy: Well how ‘bout stretchin’ ‘em back in this direction. 

Elias shrugs and lifts up his hands in surrender. 

Elias: Think we’ll be passin’ through Lone Tree Valley?

Jimmy: Yeah, some time tomorrow. Why?

Elias walking closer.

Elias: Place is open, free, suit a woman like you.

Lou stares at him as though measuring his words

Lou: What sort of woman is that?

Elias: Like one I used to know. 

Lou looks up at Jimmy and he at her, rolling his sleeves back down. 

Jimmy: It’s time we moved on.

Jimmy walks away toward the horses.

Elias: (to Lou) He as tough as everybody says?

Lou: Things get exaggerated. 

Elias: Always do.

Lou is left watching after Elias.

EXT. Camp – Night.

We see Jimmy asleep by the fire. Then Lou, her feet near his head. She flips to put her back near the fire. A coyote lets up a lonely call and then we see Elias, he’s watching the fire.

And the snake winding its way around toward Lou.

We hear the rattle and watch the snake nearly get to the blanket as one of the horses gives a little warning. With his hands still chained together. Elias grabs the snake and drops it on the fire.

Jimmy is startled by the sound and snatches up his gun, pointing it at Elias across the fire.

Lou wakes up with a moan and looks around the fire at Elias. 

With a gun trained on his head, Elias tells Jimmy.

Elias: Couldn’t sleep.

Lou looks at Jimmy. 

Elias lays down on his bedroll. 

Elias: Good night.

Jimmy looks up at Lou and she nods toward the fire as he releases the hammer on his gun.

Lou: Jimmy.

Jimmy follows her gaze and sees the snake on the fire. He drops his forehead to his saddle.

EXT. Kid’s Camp – Dawn

Gilmore walks up his face in shadow and looks down at the Kid.

Kid rolls over onto his back and looks up at the man.

Kid: I didn’t hear ya.

Gilmore: I’m lookin’ for four riders. One of ‘em’s in chains.

Kid struggles to sit up

Kid: What do you want with’em?

Gilmore steps on his injured left shoulder with his right foot, pushing him back down on his blanket, he draws his gun and points it at Kid.

Gilmore: You’re one of ‘em aren’t you?

Kid’s expression goes slack as he faints from the pain of Gilmore

Gilmore releases the hammer and steps back. 

Gilmore: I guess I’m headed in the right direction, Elias.

He walks away, Kid still unconscious on the ground.

EXT. FAIRFIELD – CHURCH SOCIAL

There’s a band playing and folks are dancing. It’s a happy setting at the Fairfield Church Social.

Lou is holding three full plates of food on her arm as she walks to the end of the table she picks up forks and possibly napkins.

Jimmy is sitting on the back of a buckboard, unbuttoning and rolling back his sleeves. 

Lou crosses past the dancers and hands a plate to Elias. There are ribs on the plate and biscuits.

Elias: Much obliged.

Jimmy: Looks like he’s gettin’ on your good side after all. 

She hands Jimmy a plate.

Lou: He’d let that rattler have his way there’d be no side for him to get on.

She looks back at Elias. 
Lou: The least we can do is give him a decent meal. 

Jimmy kind of nods as Lou walks away.

CUT TO: Killer riding into town. He slows his mount as he comes up behind Jimmy. 

CUT TO: Townsfolk dancing.

CUT TO: Lou standing beside the wagon that Elias is sitting down.

Elias: Can’t remember when I’ve watched people enjoyin’ themselves. 

Lou: Don’t imagine you’ve had much time with you bein’ on the run and all. 

Elias: I made a choice way back had to live with it ever since

The fiddlers come to the end of a song. Folks clap. 

The fiddlers start up a slower song.

Elias: I’ve always liked that song.

Lou: I thought the one you’ve been whistlin’ was your favorite.

Elias: That one’s kind of special. Used to share it with someone.

Lou: The woman you said I remind ya of?

Elias doesn’t answer, continues to eat.

Lou looks over at him.

Lou: What happened to her?

Elias: Trouble’s always shadowed me. Just a matter of time til it caught up with her. 

Lou: So ya left?

Elias: Seemed like the right thing to do.

Lou: Is that how she felt?

Elias looks down at Lou.

Elias: Didn’t wait around to ask. 

Lou: Sounds to me like you should have.

She takes a bite from the fork.

Elias: People [that] get close to me...

Elias puts his plate down behind Lou.

Elias: have a way of regretting it. 

Lou continues to eat.

CUT TO: Jimmy’s on the back of the wagon eating as the Killer comes up behind him. Just a step before he gets there the man pulls out his gun.

He grabs the back of Jimmy’s shirt near his right shoulder with his left hand. His right hand points the gun in Jimmy’s back, the hammer is pulled back.

Killer: You and me got some unfinished business. You owe me some gold dust. 

Lou notices something and turns. 

Elias already has her gun in his hand. 

Lou: Elias.

He stands and fires, shooting the man in the forearm of his right hand. An angry red wound appears. 

Lou: Hold it!

Jimmy draws and holds the gun on Elias. Lou steps in between holding out her hands to stop them. 

Jimmy: Drop it.

Elias stands still the gun in his hand pointed at Jimmy. 

Jimmy: DROP IT!

Lou looks back and forth between the two men and Elias lets the gun fall so that only his trigger finger is holding the gun up, the muzzle is pointed down to the ground. 

Lou gives Elias a look and walks over to take the gun back from him.

Jimmy is still holding the gun on Elias. He moves forward.

Jimmy: Now back off.

Lou turns and looks down at the ground. The Killer is crawling toward his gun in the dirt. 

A shot rings out stirring the dust between the man and his gun. We see it’s Lou as she fires another shot. And another.

Lou: Just give me an excuse

Jimmy: Lou

Lou: He shot Kid. 

Elias: He ain’t worth it. I aughtta know.

Lou considers it for a moment and then drops the guns down. 

Lou: Let’s get him to the Marshal. I’ll go find him.

Lou walks away past Elias.

EXT. Kid’s Camp.

Kid stirs and rolls side to side, his right arm reaching for his injured left. He sits up with great effort and managed to get his left arm into the sling.

He looks around and sees his hat. He grabs it up and gets to his feet. Puts his hat on his head and moves toward Katy.

Kid: Whoa girl… Whoa. 

Kid grabs the horn with his right hand and steps up into the saddle, turning the horse toward the trail. 

EXT. TRAIL

Lou and Elias are riding together up front. Jimmy is visible behind them. A few lengths behind them.

Elias: Your friend back there seems awful quiet. 

Lou turns in the saddle and looks back at Jimmy.

Lou: Guess you got him thinkin’. Havin’ your life saved isn’t somethin’ that happens everyday.

Elias: But it is on this trip.

Lou: I find it awful strange… you puttin’ your life on the line for two people taking you to be hanged.

Elias: What’s so strange about it?

Lou: Don’t make sense with all that we heard about ya.

Elias: People like to talk. The more they do, the further they stray from the truth. Pretty soon the stories are doggin’ you worse than the law. ‘Til about all you’ve got left is – Which ones gonna get ya first? 

EXT. OPEN PRAIRIE 

Gilmore’s riding fast on his horse.

EXT. CAMP at NIGHT

Elias is sound asleep on the ground near the fire. Louise turns… and tosses… She gets up and looks around. She turns on her right side.

Lou: Can't sleep? (Pause) Jimmy?

Lou gets up and walks over to where Jimmy is brooding, head in hand.

Lou: You're thinkin about him, aren't ya?

Jimmy: The man's an outlaw. Ain't much more to think about.

Lou: (gently) Yeah there is, and you know it.

Jimmy: It's late. Stay up if you want. I'm going to sleep.

Jimmy stands up and starts to walk away from Lou.

Lou: When ya gonna stop walkin away? When are you gonna admit the truth?

Jimmy stops and turns half-way

Jimmy: And what truth is that?

Lou: That when you look at Elias it's like starin in a mirror twenty years from now. And it scares you to death.

Jimmy turns around and looks at Lou openly, with regret and admission. Lou realizes what she said and is contrite.

Lou: I'm sorry. I had no right sayin’ that.

Jimmy: Yeah you did. I keep tellin’ myself that that ain't gonna be me. But all I see is myself headin’ down that same road.

Lou: It doesn't have to be that way.

Jimmy: I don't think it's gonna turn out any different. People got their minds made up about me.

Lou: Doesn't matter what others think. It matter what you think. (Pause) For what it's worth though, I... I think you're a much better man than you give yourself credit for.

Jimmy stares at Lou deeply, with doubt in his eyes. Lou smiles at him and shyly looks down.

Lou: Goodnight...

Lou leans up to kiss him on the cheek, when she slowly pulls apart and looks at him, he pulls her into a passionate kiss. 

A gun hammer clicks.

Gilmore: Well now, that’s nice and tender isn’t it.

Jimmy and Lou break apart as they see Gilmore. 

Elias gets up and sees Gilmore. 

Gilmore: Why don’t you throw him them keys. 

Jimmy throws the keys to Elias and charges Gilmore, wrapping his arms around the man’s middle. They stagger backwards and jimmy utters a groan as though Gilmore’s thrust his knee into Jimmy’s middle. 

Jimmy falls to the ground. 

Lou: Jimmy! 

She lunges at Gilmore who’s drawn his gun and depresses the hammer. They struggle for the control of the gun. Elias is furiously working on the locks. 

Lou and Gilmore aim the gun above their heads as they struggle, the gun goes off. Using his superior strength Gilmore flings her to the side and she rolls into the grass.

Elias has gotten the locks open. He rolls to his feet and runs into the shadows. Gilmore turns to watch him and Jimmy jumps on him. He knocks him back again and again. Gilmore gets a punch in and Jimmy grabs the rifle from the ground and uses it to knock the man unconscious. 

Jimmy runs back to Lou, crouching at her side. 

Jimmy: Lou, are you alright?
He starts to examine her head where her hand is pressed up against her hair. She nods.

Lou: What about Elias?

Jimmy looks off in the direction Elias ran.

Jimmy: He’s gone. 

EXT. RIVER UP AGAINST A ROCKY FACE

Lou is riding closer to the rocks and Jimmy on the outside as they walk their horses down the middle of a slow moving river. 

Jimmy: Whoa.

They stop and Jimmy gets down from his horse and wades through the water at the edge. 

Jimmy: Well, I guess Teaspoon was right. {crouches down to look at the ground] Give Elias one second and he’s gone. Yeah. Well, this ain’t no use. [he stands] Probably miles away by now. 

Lou: Lone Tree seemed to hold some interest for him. Maybe we should start there. 

Jimmy leans on the saddle. 

Jimmy: This trip ain’t turnin’ out like it was supposed to, huh?

Lou shakes her head.

Lou: Had its share of surprises, that’s for sure. 

She looks at Jimmy

Jimmy smiles and nods. 

Jimmy: How’s your head?

Lou: I’ll be fine. 

Jimmy gets back up in the saddle. 

Lou: you think it’s alright, us leavin’ him back there iike that?

Jimmy: Yeah. We’ll tell the Marshal in Lone Tree where to find him. He ain’t goin’ nowhere ‘til then.

He clicks and Sundance moves on. Louise takes the reins in hand and turns her mount to follow. They ride off side by side.

EXT. LAST NIGHT’s CAMP LOCATION

Gilmore wakes up confused. He’s chained to the ground from his ankle. He steadies his horse, removes a gun from the stuff tied to his saddle, lays the lock on a fallen branch and shoots out the lock. He crouches down to remove the leg iron. 

EXT. OPEN PRAIRIE WITH DARK GREY CLOUDS OVERHEAD

Lou rides on our left and Jimmy on our right. 

EXT. TRAIL WITH BRUSH ALONG THE SIDE 

They’re walking the horses, Lou still to the left, Jimmy to the right.

Lou: Jimmy, somethin’ else happened last night besides Elias runnin’ off. 

Jimmy: There ain’t nothin’ to discuss, Lou. Just weren’t actin’ ourselves. 

Lou: You can’t just pretend like it didn’t happen. 

Jimmy: Yes, we can, cause it ain’t gonna happen again. 

Lou: Jimmy, someday someone special’s gonna come along and you can’t just treat her like she don’t count for nothin’ 

Jimmy: There won’t be no one, Lou. 

Lou: Maybe I was wrong. Maybe you’re more like Elias than I thought. 

Jimmy: What kind of life do I have to offer? Not bein’ able to look into the future because I never know what’s comin’ up from behind.

Lou: What if you found someone who could live with it?

Jimmy: Why should I care for someone if I’m just gonna bring ‘em pain?

Lou: Then, you will end up like him. Alone… 

She rides on ahead, leaving Jimmy behind. 

EXT. HILLTOP OVER LOOKING A HOUSE

Elias is standing on the hilltop whistling that same haunting memory. He stops whistling when he hears the two horses riding up behind him. Jimmy and Lou slide from their saddles and approach Elias. Jimmy takes out his gun and points it at Elias. 

Lou: Elias. Would have thought you’d be long gone by now. 

Elias: Figured you could handle Gilmore.

Jimmy: No thanks to you.

Jimmy pushes Elias with the muzzle of his gun.

Jimmy: And who the hell is Gilmore?

Elias: Marshal. Caught me ten years back. 

Jimmy: Yeah I heard you were caught once, so what.

Elias: Biggest day of Gilmore’s life, ‘til he celebrated with too much drink. I got him in my cell and left him locked inside. Town took away his badge. 

Jimmy: And he’s been chasin’ you ever since. 

Elias nods.

Lou: Don’t know what hell is like, but that sounds pretty close. 

Elias: Actually, I’ve always been grateful to him, for handin’ me a chance to try life different.

Jimmy puts his gun back over his shoulder, resting it on his shoulder. 

Lou: What do you mean? 

Elias: Decided to try and stay clear of trouble. Even held down honest work. ‘Course I wasn’t in anyone place too long. 

CUT TO: Down at the house, a woman exits the house with a laundry basket on her hip. She walks toward the line. 

BACK:

Elias sees her and he’s caught by the sight. 

Jimmy: Alright. We’ve wasted enough time here, let’s get a move on.

Elias: I can’t. 

Jimmy: I would love to oblige you, but just can’t do that-

Elias: [overlapping] you don’t understand. 

Jimmy: What’s left to understand?

Elias: I can’t leave without seein’ my daughter. 

CUT TO: View of the woman at the clothes line dropping her basket beneath the clothes line.

BACK:

Lou looks at Jimmy and he looks back at the house.

EXT. LAST NIGHT’s CAMP

Kid walks up to the empty leg iron and picks it up. He moves around looking at the ground. He picks up a piece of cloth and then drops it. He circles around Katy and then with one arm climbs up into the saddle on the second try. They ride off.

EXT. HOUSE IN LONE TREE

We see from our left to right (on the hillside) Lou, Elias, & Jmmy

Elias: I didn’t know Caroline was with child, until after I left. By that time trouble was closing in on me. Besides, she’s met Simon and he was a good man.

Jimmy: And he led Teaspoon to you.

Elias: [sighs] He gave Caroline a good life and he raised Laura as his own. Now Laura’s full grown, married, herself. Figured it was time she had this [holds up pocket watch] There’s a key in it to a deposit box to three thousand dollars, the only honest money I ever made. I came to Rock Creek to give it to Caroline but she’d already passed on. [looks over at Lou] I’ve got no right to ask you a favor but, you gotta take this to ‘er.

Lou: I couldn’t

Elias: I don’t want her to know who it’s from. She’s never known about me and its as it should be. Please, Lou.

Lou: I’m sorry, it’s not my place. 

Elias: Hickok

Jimmy shakes his head.

Elias: I’d be indebted to ya

Jimmy: Uhuh

After a moment, Jimmy reaches into his pocket and pulls out the key (out of camera range)

Jimmy: Somethings you just can’t run away from.

Jimmy unlocks the cuffs as Elias looks at him. Jimmy cocks his head to the side, toward the house.

Jimmy: Go see your daughter.

As Elias walks past, Jimmy looks over at Lou, she smile at him and he drapes the chain over his shoulder.

EXT. LAURA’S HOUSE IN LONE TREE

Behind a fluttering sheet, Laura hums the same tune that Elias has been the whole journey. Elias walks up behind her. 

As she begins thenext ‘line’ of melody…

Elias: Laura?

Laura: You startled me.

Elias: I’m sorry.

Laura: Do I know you?

Elias: We’ve never met, uh… I … I know your mother. [moves forward] I’ve got something for you.

She takes the watch in her hands and stares at the image inside while Elias intently stares at het face.

Laura: Oh… It’s Mama… look how pretty she looks. 

Elias smiles at her. 

Elias: Open the back. 

She turns the watch over and opens the back. Revealing the workings of the watch and the key. She lifts the key out.

Elias: That’s the key to a box. First Security Bank in Hastings. The inheritance was to be Caroline’s, now it’s yours. 

Laura: I don’t know what to say

Elias: No need, just take it.

She looks down at the watch, he continues to look at her.

Elias: You turned out to be a fine woman. 

Laura: Thank you. Reed’ll be back from town soon. Will you stay for supper?

Elias looks back at the hill where Jimmy and Lou are waiting. 

Elias: I can’t. I gotta be goin’. You raise yourself a nice family and that aughtta help. 

He starts to walk away.

Laura: Sure you won’t change your mind?

He continues to walk away.

Laura: Who are you? Who are you really?

Elias: Like I said, I was a friend of your mother’s. 

He walks away up the hill as she watches him leave.

As he reaches the top he walks up to Jimmy. 

Jimmy: You didn’t tell her, did ya?

Elias: Tell her what? That her father’s an outlaw. I wouldn’t hurt her that way.

He lifts up his arms.

Elias: We’d best keep this real official like.

Jimmy: Elias-

Elias: [stepping on Jimmy’s line] Hickok, I’m the one they come for. Let’s get this over with. 

Jimmy takes the chain off his shoulder and starts putting it back on. Lou walks over toward the horses. 

After the cuffs are on, Elias goes for the horses, but Jimmy takes one look back at the house.

EXT. BESIDE A RIVER

Lou is about 20 to 30 feet upriver of Elias and Jimmy. They’re all crouched down by the water’s edge.

Elias: Never imagined anything could be so beautiful.

Lily ‘snorts’ and Elias looks back at the mare. 

Elias: Ohhh.. you’re beautiful one too, girl. [looks out at the water] And I’d appreciate it if on your way back through here, you let Lily go. She’d take to here, real fine. [looks at Lily] Don’t forget about me too quickly. 

Lily responds.

Jimmy: You know, I can’t figure a man like yourself gunnin’ down three lawmen [shakes his head, lips pressed together] It just don’t make sense.

Elias puts his hat on

Elias: I killed ‘em alright. Those deputies were horse thieves they tried to get me to hang in their place. They deserved what they got and I haven’t had a moments thought about them since. 

Jimmy: It ain’t that simple is it?

Elias: Well the Marshal showed up with ‘em and I was forced to kill him too. Turns out he’s an innocent man. And I got to live with that every day since. 

Jimmy: That’s why you left Caroline?

Elias: Hardest thing I ever had to do. 

Jimmy: Bein’ on the run all these years, I can’t imagine it was much easier. 

Elias: Never got bored, but you do get tired. Awful tired. [laughs] Never know what sort of company you’ll run across. 

Elias is watching Jimmy… jimmy is staring out over the water.

Jimmy: yeah.

Elias moves closer and Jimmy turns to him and turns back away.

Elias: I wanna thank you. 

Jimmy looks at him and away again, Elias is still looking at him.

Jimmy: For what?

Elias: For lettin’ me… for getting’ me to go down that hill. 

Jimmy smiles and turns back to face Elias.

Jimmy: It was nothin’.

Elias: It’s nothin’, huh?

Jimmy nods over and over, looking out over the water.

Elias sighs and turns to look out too. 

Elias: There maybe hope for you yet, Hickok.

EXT. TRAIL - SUNSET

Kid on Katy thunders along the trail.

EXT. VALLEY

Establishing shot of rocky overlooks.

The riders are picking their way over the ground. Lou is riding beside Elias, Jimmy trailing behind.

Elias: He wouldn't be an easy one.

Lou: What are you talkin about?

Elias: You two. I saw you by the fire the other night.

Lou: Oh, that.

Elias: You like him don't ya?

Lou: I don't know.

Elias: You'd be woman enough to match him.

Lou: Told ya, don't know if I feel that way. Besides there's others to consider.

Elias: Always are.

Elias rides ahead and for a moment they are single file. 

Jimmy rides up beside Lou.

Jimmy: What were you two talkin’ about?

Lou turns to look at jimmy who continues to look forward at the trail.

Lou: Nothin’… everythin’ 

Up ahead Elias stops suddenly.

Jimmy: What the hell’s he stoppin’ for now? 

Gilmore steps out of the trees along side Elias’ horse. Elias gets down. 

Gilmore: Figured you had to come this way. 

Jimmy and Lou look back at the former Marshal.

Gilmore: Why don’t you throw them guns in the dirt. [they don’t move] NOW!

We see Lou behind Elias, drop her gun down 

Jimmy takes out both guns. Puts them in his left hand and drops them down.

Gilmore eases the hammer off and walks toward Elias. 

Gilmore: you seem surprised to see me, Elias. 

Elias: Just noticin’ how old you’d come to look.

Gilmore: Yeah well, the years... they ah… they’ve been hard on all of us. 

Lou: You got no right to ‘em. 

Gilmore lifts up his left hand and pins on a silver star. 

Gilmore: My jail. 

Jimmy: That badge of yours ain’t good anymore

Elias: Stay out of this Hickok.

Gilmore: You listen to him boy. I already got cause not to be civil with you, but I am tryin’ to respect your badge. 

Jimmy gives him a look that tells Gilmore exactly what Jimmy thinks about his respect. 

Jimmy: Well then, you should let him go with us.

Gilmore: Uh uh. Everybody has to know they were wrong about me. I’m takin’ him in myself. 

Jimmy: Can’t let you do that.

Gilmore: Nah… I don’t suppose you will. [he walks up close to Elias] I don’t suppose you will. 

He pulls back the hammer and aims the gun right at Elias, close.

Gilmore: Elias Mills…

Jimmy: No! 

A shot rings out and Lou and Jimmy drop off their mounts on the same side of the horse that they dropped their guns. 

Kid shoots again and we see him this time. He’s got his reins in his teeth as he fires from Katy’s back. 

Lou: No!

Gilmore fires off a shot.

Jimmy rolls in the dirt and comes up with one of his Colts. Still prone on the ground Jimmy fires two shots and hits Gilmore in the chest both times. Gilmore drops to his knees, the gun barely held on a finger as he pitches forward he utters a last word.

Gilmore: No.

Jimmy watches him.

Kid drops the reins from his teeth, breathing hard. 

Lou turns back and sees him.

Lou: Kid! 

She’s up on her feet and running.

Elias stands there as Jimmy pushes himself to his feet. 

Lou helps Kid off of his horse and helps him stand.

Kid: I’m okay.

Elias walks over to Gilmore, looking at him. 

Jimmy walks up beside Elias. 

Elias: Never wanted you killin’ nobody cause of me. Hell, I’m gonna die anyway. 

Jimmy: Well, then you’ll die ‘cause of what you’ve done. [squats down] and not because of another man’s pride. 

Jimmy shakes his head as Elias squats down beside him. Jimmy get up and Elias watches him.

Same rocky overlook establishing shot as before.

EXT. SAME VALLEY
Elias is crouched down beside a rock covered grave.

Jimmy is behind, bent down. 

Louise is working on Kid’s sling.

Elias: Never expected I’d be burying you. 

Jimmy stands and walks over. 
Elias stands and puts on his hat. 

Jimmy reaches for the cuffs and starts to unlock them.

Kid: Jimmy-

Jimmy: I know what I’m doin’ Kid. 

Elias: Do you? 

Jimmy: Yeah I’ve thought real hard on it. This way you get a second chance. Say you got loose. Gilmore jumped us and nobody’ll know.

Elias: You will.

Jimmy looks back at him. 

Jimmy: That’s my choice. 

Elias: No it’s not.

Elias grabs his wrist to stop him. 

Jimmy: You’d rather die?

Elias: Everybody dies, son… only difference is what you do ‘til then. 

Jimmy shakes his head, thinks for a long moment and then refastens the cuffs. 

As he walks away, Elias fiddles with the cuffs.

EXT. SUNSET

EXT. FT. KEARNEY – CENTER OF TOWN

A group walks Elias up the gallows. A crowd has gathered. Elias walks past Jimmy, Lou & Kid. 

Up on the platform a man takes off his hat and the cuffs are removed. Elias is looking down at Jimmy and Lou, a slight smile on his lips. The hangman puts the noose over his head and tightens it. Elias continues to look at them.

The trap door falls. And they react. 

Lou turns and puts her face in Kid’s good shoulder.

Then as the crowd starts to walk away, she set her hand on his arm and draws him along with her. The Kid precedes them down the street. The preacher is still visible on the gallows platform, his Bible open in his hand.
