GHOSTS
Scene 1 ~

The sun is rising over the horizon. You see a rattle snake coiled and hissing, the sky is filled with buzzards circling over their latest find. On the desert floor lying amongst cow skulls and other bones is an older man, appearing to be dead. A buzzard is sitting next to the "body", when the man suddenly grabs the buzzard by the neck, laughing maniacally. He keeps flicking it's beak, laughing hysterically. The rest of the buzzards fly off into the horizon.

Scene 2 ~

The Bunkhouse at night in Sweetwater

It's supper time and all of the riders are sitting around the table waiting to be served by the new Station Mistress.

Rachel: Alright now...just hold your horses, it's comin'.

She picks up the platter with the "bird" on it and carries it over to the table. She starts by serving Cody, who is learing at Rachel while eating something.

Rachel: I hope you like it.

Cody: Looks just fine to me.

He's wearing a smirk on his face, yet trying to look innocent. Rachel looks up at him, annoyed.

Rachel: I was talkin' about the bird.

The other riders start laughing lightly. Rachel walks over to Lou next. Cody puts on his best innocent face.

Cody: So was I Rachel.

Rachel leans between Lou and Noah.

Rachel: Excuse me.

As Rachel is leaning forward trying to serve Noah, Cody grabs the pitcher of milk and starts to pour it into his glass, minding Rachel's blouse more than where he's pouring. The milk spills across the table and onto Lou's lap, causing her to shoot out of her seat.

Lou: Cody! Why don't you watch what the Hell you're doin'?!

Lou's yelling, caused the other riders to jump.

Cody: I was! The milk's got a mind of it's own.

Noah: Yeah...it's amazing how cow juice behaves in the presence of a lady.

They all snicker, except for Lou and Rachel. Lou is attempting to clean up the mess and is furious.

Lou: You guys are disgustin'!

She slams the rag down onto to the table and storms out of the bunkhouse.

Rachel: Lou?

The rest of the riders are still laughing. Rachel puts the platter down onto the table and then leans down, staring all of the boys down, angry.

Rachel: Let's get one thing straight before we go any further. Supper's on the table gentleman, and I am not on the menu.

This quiets the riders down as they look a bit contrite. Rachel straightens back up and leaves the bunkhouse to follow Lou. 

Scene 3 ~

Inside the barn at Sweetwater Station

Lou is saddling a horse when Rachel comes walking into the barn.

Rachel: Goin' somewhere?

Lou: Yep.

Lou is trying to ignore Rachel and just keeps saddling the horse.

Rachel: Not before you and I have a little talk, woman to woman.

That slows Lou down, yet she refuses to look at Rachel.

Lou: Who told you that?

Rachel: What?

Lou: That I'm a girl.

Rachel: You mean there's someone who doesn't know?

Rachel's taken aback that someone doesn't know that Lou is Louise.

Lou: Teaspoon.

Rachel: You're not serious?

This makes Lou turn around and stare at her.

Lou: He'd fire me if he knew.

Rachel: Well, maybe he chose not to know, but that's his problem. We gotta talk about ours.

Lou: If it's all the same to you, I don't feel like it right now.

Lou angrily turns away from Rachel. Rachel tries to grab her arm, but Lou flings it away.

Rachel: Well, I do.

Lou turns back towards her fuming.

Lou: Look...nobody asked you to come here.

Rachel: Really? The help wanted sign I saw, said different.

Lou: Then why don't you stick to cookin' and cleanin' and mindin' your own damn business.

Lou nods her head at a silent Rachel and turns away from her again, back towards the horse. Rachel walks towards Lou, arms folded.

Rachel: You gotta problem with me...and no one is leavin' here till we air it out.

Lou is now facing the barn post, holding onto it. She mumbles something quietly.

Lou: It ain't you exactly.

She still can't look at Rachel. Rachel comes a bit closer, trying to get what's bothering Lou out of her.

Rachel: What?

Lou's head snaps around to peer at Rachel.

Lou: I said it ain't you exactly!

Rachel: Then what is it?

Lou looks upset and uncomfortable.

Lou: I don't know...I guess I'm...I'm just tired...of the way the boys have been makin' fools out of themselves over you and...

She looks at Rachel's chest and then looks away again, embarrased. Rachel looks confused at her.

Lou: Lookin' down your...

Rachel looks down at herself and then back at Lou.

Lou: Watchin' your...

She points at Rachel's chest and then Rachel starts to look at Lou concerned.

Lou: Droolin' over your!...

She looks back at the post again. Rachel finally understands what Lou's been trying to say.

Rachel: Breasts?

Lou nods. Rachel laughs softly.

Rachel: So that's the problem.

Lou: Problems! You got 'em and I don't!

Lou turns to face Rachel when she says this, but then quickly turns back leaning her head on the post, looking mortified at what she just said. She knocks her hand on the post.

Lou: God...I don't believe I said that.

Rachel just quietly smiles.

Lou: I must be losin' my mind.

Rachel: No...it's not your mind you've lost. It's your sense of perspective.

Lou looks up and peers to the side of her as Rachel comes towards her.

Rachel: You see...the good Lord gave women breasts for one purpose and one purpose only...to nurse children. The fact that some of those children grow up to be men who still see women as their wet nurses...it's just our way of seperatin' the wheat from the chaff.

Rachel smiles and Lou looks more relaxed and understanding. She's slowly coming to terms with the situation. She shrugs her shoulders with a slight smile.

Lou: Never thought about it that way before.

She turns and smiles back at Rachel. Rachel looks relieved.

Lou: I'm sorry. I guess I've been kinda hard on ya'...for no good reason.

Rachel smiles.

Rachel: Why, I think they was two very good reasons.

Lou looks back at her.

Rachel: But I think there's a third that we're not talkin' about.

Lou: Hmmm?

Rachel: Emma. Now from what I heard, she loved you all like her own. And you loved her back, so it's only natural that you'd be protective of that love. I would too.

Lou turns away trying not to cry.

Rachel: Just be careful of one thing...that in protectin' that love, you don't...build a wall so high, that no other love can get in.

Lou, holding back her tears, still facing away from Rachel.

Lou: Thank you.

Rachel nods silently and leaves Lou in peace.

Scene 4 ~

In a town, a man comes riding in on his white horse with a mangy dog riding on the back of his mount. He's looking to find a post where he can tie up his horse, but all of them are full. He sends his dog over to scare off the horses.

Man: Get rid of him fella!

The dog jumps off the back of the horse and starts to spook the animals. The man laughs as he watches the dog spook one of the horses and causes it to take off down the street.

Seeing his horse running away, Buzzard Braddock (the man from the opening scene) comes running out from the Barber Shop, yelling for his horse to come back. He sees the man who caused his horse to run off and flings the sheet he was wearing around his neck and shoulder to the ground.

Buzzard Braddock: Hey! Excuse me, but I believe that was my horse you just drove off.

He walks down the steps to face the offender.

Man: That worn out ole bucket of bones? No great loss.

Buzzard Braddock: Maybe you're right...especially since you're gonna give me your horse, your money and that mangy dog a yours...for lunch!

He starts laughing. Both men pull back their coats to prepare to draw on eachother, while everyone in town that had been looking on were scattering.

Man: Well now...that's most intersetin' mister.

He looks down at his dog from the corner of his eye, while Buzzard stares at him with a psychotic glint in his his eye.

Man: Lunch sound good to you fella?

The dog barks and the men stare eachother down.

Man: Then go get it!

The dog takes off on the order and leaps at Buzzard. Buzzard grabs the dog and throws it to the side. The man attempts to drawn first, but Buzzard Braddock is faster and shoots him through the heart, killing him instantly. The man falls to the ground face first. The dog growls and barks at Buzzard while he rolls the dead man over and takes him money and his gun.

Buzzard Braddock: Shut up!

The dog continues to bark at him. He ignores him and then mounts the dead man's horse.

Buzzard Braddock: Feel like havin' lunch? Come on then.

The dog barks and then follows Buzzard as he rides out of town.

Scene 5 ~

Sweetwater

Teaspoon is sitting in the Marshall's office, cleaning his gun. You see Jimmy peering around the corner at him, watching every move that Teaspoon's making. Teaspoon walks over to the pegs on the wall, where he hangs his gun belt, trying to ignore Jimmy. Jimmy comes from around the corner to confront him.

Teaspoon: Y'all know better than to sneak up on me like that.

Teaspoon walks back to the desk and Jimmy follows him in.

Jimmy: Wasn't sneakin'. Just watchin'.

He walks over to the desk and picks up the Marshall's star.

Jimmy: Never realized how heavy this little thing can be.

Teaspoon: What's that? Just a piece of tin is all. Hand it over.

Teaspoon holds his hand out to get the star back from Jimmy. Jimmy stalks over to where Teaspoon has his gun belt, grabs it and brings it back to Teaspoon angrily.

Teaspoon: Don'tcha got nothin' better to do than poke around my stuff?

Jimmy: Nope...Teaspoon, how come you strapped this thing on again?

Teaspoon: 'Cause Sam asked me to...before his replacement gets here.

Teaspoon sits down in his chair.

Jimmy: I know that. What I don't know is why.

Teaspoon: Sam never was a very good judge of character.

Jimmy: That ain't what I mean and you know it.

Jimmy is angry and still insists on confronting Teaspoon.

Jimmy: Teaspoon...men like...men like you...men who live by the gun, usually don't get a chance to walk away. But you did. And now you're strappin' on again...it just don't make sense!

Teaspoon stares up at Jimmy from his seat.

Teaspoon: Makes perfect sense. Jimmy...there comes a time in a man's life when he can't look back. Even though it seems like the path he's about to choose is gonna lead to a place I already been to. Doesn't matter. 'Cause he knows, he ain't that man goin' down that path.

Jimmy looks at the gun.

Jimmy: What about these notches? Didn't you once tell me, that every notch has got a reason and every reason a ghost?

Teaspoon: That's right...ghosts. That's all they is.

Jimmy: But everyone's got a relative, and if they don't, they got a friend! You strap this thing on again, they'll be drawn to ya' like fleas to a dog.

Teaspoon stands up and looks Jimmy square in the eyes.

Teaspoon: That's right. But let me tell ya' somethin'. Just 'tween you and me. This dog may be old...but he ain't forgot how to scratch.

Teaspoon smiles and pats Jimmy on the side of the head and walks away.

Scene 6 ~

Outside of the Sweetwater Home Station

Lou comes riding in and passes the mochila off to Buck. He rides off and Lou ties Lightning up to the post, close to where Rachel is hanging the laundry. Lou looks over and sees Rachel staring off into nothing, then it changes to a memory sequence.

[I]Rachel is hanging laundry and a man comes up behind her and wraps her up in one of the sheets. She turns to him, smiling.

Rachel: And what do you think you're doin' Henry Dunne?

Henry: I'm wrappin' ya up in my love.

Rachel: And dirtyin' my sheets.

They both laugh as Rachel untagles herself and slips away from Henry and runs away from the laundry line as he follows her. He catches her and she lightly falls to the ground onto the sheet and then he joins her.

Henry: And what else are they for?

She's still laughing and then he leans down and kisses her. When they kiss she has a hiccup and starts to laugh. Then she rubs her hand on her slightly rounded tummy and they both start laughing.

Henry: Shhh...You'll wake the little one.

Rachel: And you won't?

Henry: Course not. He likes me.

He leans down and he lies his head down on her stomach.

Henry: Don'tcha little fella, huh?

He still has his head lying on her stomach as if listening to something.

Henry: What?

He starts chuckling and looks at her stomach.

Henry: Oh, don't worry. You'll get it.

Rachel: What?

He lifts his head up and rises back up towards Rachel's face.

Henry: I promised him a shiny new rifle. He'll be the straightest shot in the Territory. Next to his father of course.

Rachel: Of course.

He leans down and they start to kiss again.

Rachel: And what if he is a she?

She hiccups again and they both start to laugh.

Henry: Then it'll be a shotgun. I'll be needin' it to drive all the suiters away.

He leans down and kisses her again. You then hear horses hooves pounding closer to them and they both look to see four men on horseback coming at them quick.

Henry: It's the Brownings.

Henry starts to get up and pulls Rachel up with him.

Henry: You better go inside. Come on.

Rachel: No. It's my problem.

Henry: Come on. Go on. Go inside, shut the door. And don't come out.

While he's saying this, he's ushering her towards the house. She turns to look at him and he sees her still standing there.

Henry: Go on!

Rachel rushes into the house while Henry stands his ground and waits for the four men to ride up to him. Rachel peers out the window from behind the curtains, listening to what is being said.

Henry: What do you want?

Thad Browning: Rachel.

Henry: She's got nothin' to say to ye.

Thad: I want the money she stole from me. And I want it right now.

Henry: That was a business deal and you know it.

Thad: The only business deal Rachel's any good at it, is taking men for a ride.

Henry: Get off of my land Browning!

Dennis Browning: Thad...Pa said he didn't wantcha to start any trouble.

Thad: Relax Dennis. Relax. Henry and me are just havin' a friendly little chat. Aren't we Henry?...Let's see now...how long you been married? Five months? That right?

Dennis: Thad, please.

Thad: Ethan. Take him away.

Ethan Browning then grabs Dennis and pulls him away from the group.

Ethan: Come here Dennis.

Thad: Rachel and I were doin' business just about the time you two met. And when I heard about that stomach of hers, it seems like our little venture really paid off.

He starts chuckling. Rachel is still watching through the window.

Henry starts to lean down to get his gun.

Ethan: Thad...his rifle!

Thad pulls out his revolver and shoot Henry, killing him.

Dennis breaks away and runs towards Henry and looks up at Thad.

Thad: You saw that. He was reachin' for his gun.

Dennis: He's dead!

Rachel sees this and runs from the window.

Browning brother: Let's get outta here!

Rachel comes out with a revolver and fires off two shots, hitting Tom Browning and knocking him off his horse.

Rachel: Murderers!!!

She leans over Henry and the other Browning boys start to ride off. She looks up and fires off two more rounds. She gets up and grabs Henry's rifle and fires two shot after the group of men. She then grabs her stomach and falls to the ground in tears.

Rachel: Owww...my baby. Oh my God!

You then hear Lou in the back ground, stirring Rachel from the memory.

Lou: Rachel? What's wrong?

Rachel is crying, standing at the clothes line. Rachel looks over at Lou and then bursts into sobs and then runs away to the main house, leaving Lou standing there at the clothes line, watching and wondering what is wrong.

Scene 7 ~

Night time at the Sweetwater Station

You see the silhouette of Rachel brushing her hair in her room. As she is brushing her hair, she hears a knock at the front door. It startles her and she quickly turns towards her bedroom door. She puts away the picture of Henry she had out on her vanity and puts it into a box and then grabs her rifle. You hear a knock again. She readies her rifle and then carefully walks down the stairs towards the front door. She peers around the curtain through the window.

Rachel: Who is it?!

Lou: Rachel? It's me. Lou.

Rachel: Just a minute.

Relieved, Rachel sets down the gun and then opens the door to see Louise standing there in her long johns.

Rachel: Come in.

After she enters, Lou just stands there for a second as Rachel looks at her.

Lou: I...I saw your light on. I couldn't sleep, so...

Rachel: Have a seat.

Lou: Thanks.

Rachel gestures for Louise to sit on the sofa. They sit in chairs facing ecahother, as Lou looks like she's trying to figure out what to say.

Rachel: I'm glad you came. I wanted to apologize for the way I acted at the clothes line earlier. It must a seemed strange.

Lou: That's okay. I...I was just wonderin' if you were alright.

Rachel: That's nice a you Lou. Every now and then you hear voices, you know. Memories get stirred up...sometimes just carry ya right away. But I'm fine now. Really.

Lou: Ya sure?

Rachel: Mmhmm.

Changing the subject, Rachel starts to ask Lou questions.

Rachel: So why couldn't you sleep?

Lou: Oh...I, uh...I was hearin' voices too.

Rachel chuckles.

Rachel: I could just imagine what they were sayin'.

Lou: Mmhmm.

She grins to herself.

Rachel: Give 'em time. Before you know it, their glands will stop actin' up and I'll be just one of the boys.

Lou chuckles and looks upwards.

Lou: In your case, I don't think I got the years to wait.

They both laugh.

Lou still likes she's struggling to say something.

Rachel: What's wrong?

Lou: I was just...I was just wonderin'...I'd be honored to be your friend.

Rachel: I'd like that Lou.

Lou smiles.

Lou: It's Louise.

Rachel: I'd like that Louise.

They both smile at the new friendship.

Scene 8 ~

Harmony, New Mexico Territory

Inside a saloon a man folds his cards and gets up from the table. Behind them a fight is commencing and a man is tossed over the bar and onto another card table behind them.

Player 1: I didn't believe it either, till I saw for myself.

Player 2: You're crazy. Sam Caine has worn that badge up there for two, three years now.

New Marshall Replacement (NMR): Well he ain't wearin' it no more. Teaspoon Hunter's wearin' it now.

Buzzard Braddock: What'd you say his name was?

NMR: Teaspoon Hunter.

Buzzard: You wasn't there. How'd you know it was him?

NMR: 'Cause I'm his replacement.

He flashes the star from underneath his jacket to Buzzard.

NMR: Now if you don't mind. Let's quit jawin' and get back to the game.

Buzzard reaches over and grabs the man by the jacket collar and stares him right in the eye.

Buzzard: Where can I find him?

NMR: Sweetwater.

Buzzard: Thanks.

Buzzard then slams the man's head down onto the table and then walks away from the card table. The stunned man just watches him leave.

Scene 9 ~

A nearby pond in Sweetwater

You see a group of ducks swimming in the pond on a clear day, with birds singing in the background. You then see some one's bare leg stepping onto a rock, while setting their clothes, gun and hat down. Then you hear a large splash and Lou's head pops up out of the water. She stands up with her back turned and wrings her hair out and then sinks back into the water. She's smiling and humming while turning around in the water and then takes a mouth full and spits it out like a fountain. She chuckles to herself and then starts swimming backwards.

You then see the rest of the riders (Jimmy, Kid, Cody, Buck, Ike and Noah) all in the grass, waiting to get into the water, away from the pond where Lou is.

Jimmy: Whew...Sure hot out here Kid. Maybe we should join Lou.

Kid: No we won't. We're gonna wait till she's out.

They all just lay out in the grass on their shirts and bedrolls in the stifling heat.

You now see Lou still swimming backwards, but she's now by a clearing. Then Teaspoon comes out from behind the bushes in his long johns, boots and hat.

Teaspoon: Hey Lou! How's the water?

Lou is obviously startle and concerned.

Lou: Teaspoon?!

She looks around for a way out.

Lou: Teaspoon...don't come in here.

He starts taking off his boots, while Lou starts floating backwards and turning away from him.

Lou: Teaspoon, don't come in here!!

Teaspoon: Ah, come on Lou. You can't hog the swimmin' hole on a hot day like this. It ain't Democratic.

Lou: I mean it Teaspoon. You really don't wanna come in here.

Teaspoon: Why? I don't see no alli-gators.

He starts laughing.

Lou: That's 'cause it's freezin'. Brrrrrrr.

Teaspoon claps his hands together.

Teaspoon: Good. That's just the way I like it.

Lou: When it's hot, like it right now. In fact, I'm burnin' up!

She puts a hand up to feel her forehead.

Teaspoon: The hotter the better!

He starts running up the embankement and then starts running back down it, flinging his hat aside.

Teaspoon: Okay Lou!! Here I come!!

He jumps off the rock and whistles as he does a cannon ball and then Louise screams twice, trying to swim away. The scream startles all of the guys and stirs them into action.

Jimmy: What the Hell?!

Kid: Lou?!

They all run to go help Lou, with their guns drawn. You see Teaspoon in the pond with Lou, splashing water at her.

Teaspoon: Come on Lou. Fight back.

Lou is trying to turn away and get farther from Teaspoon.

Lou: Stop Teaspoon! I don't want to. Now stay away!

Teaspoon: Okay Lou. This is war.

He's still splashing water at her and she's trying to kick away.

Teaspoon: Alright Lou.

The boys all run up and stare, stunned at the scene unfolding before them.

Kid: Lou? What the...

Teaspoon: I guess what you need....is a good ole fashioned, alley-oop.

Teaspoon sinks under the water and Lou is stunned, with eyes wide with fear. Next thing you see is Teaspoon popping up from the water, completely stunned.

Teaspoon: Lou?!

Scene 10 ~

The Sweatlodge in Sweetwater

All the boys and Louise are inside the sweatlodge with a disturbed Teaspoon.

Teaspoon: I don't understand. I just...don't understand. When did this happen?

Jimmy: When did what happen Teaspoon?

Teaspoon: What do ya mean what? Him. I mean...her.

Louise: Been like this since birth.

They all chuckle except for Louise and Teaspoon.

Teaspoon: That ain't what I'm talkin' 'bout. Cody...

Teaspoon takes off his hat, as Cody lifts a bucket of water and then dumps it over his head.

Teaspoon: What I'm talkin' about, is why.

Jimmy: Why what?

Teaspoon: Why in God's name I never noticed.

Ike looks at him and Buck chuckles.

Cody: Well...I ain't gonna touch that.

Teaspoon glares over at Cody.

Louise: I don't know Teaspoon. Maybe...maybe...ya...you chose not to. 'Cause if you did, you'd have to fire me.

Teaspoon: Why'd I do a fool thing like that?

Louise: 'Cause I'm a girl, remember?

Teaspoon: Yes, you certainly are. But that don't mean you don't sit a saddle as good or ride as hard or shoot as straight.

Louise: I know, but...but the company's got rules and you work for the company.

Teaspoon: I know that. But company's company and family's family...and I always thought you boys (clears his throat) and girls...as family. And a family sticks together.

Lou smiles, relieved.

Louise: You mean I can stay?

Teaspoon: I don't see why not. Unless you got any other secrets you're keepin' from me.

Kid puts his arm around Louise and smiles.

Teaspoon leans towards Jimmy, whispering.

Teaspoon: Matter a fact...I'm kinda relieved. I was beginnin' to worry 'bout them two.

Jimmy laughs and then the others start to chuckle as well.

Scene 11 ~

Harmony, New Mexico Territory at the Wild Horse Saloon at night time

The new Marshall replacement (NMR) steps out of the saloon, unsteadily. He finds a dog on the stairway, growling and baring it's teeth at him.

NMR: Easy boy...easy.

Buzzard: He don't know the meanin' of the word.

The dog barks at him.

NMR: What d'ya want? You already got all my gold.

Buzzard: Your tin. That little silver star, just above your heart.

NMR: What? Are ya crazy?

Buzzard laughs maniacally and steps towards the other man.

Buzzard: Hand it over.

The man looks at him and then goes to grab for his revolver. Buzzard is faster and shoots the man dead in his tracks.

Buzzard: Thank you.

Buzzard walks over to the dead man and grabs the silver star off his vest and then walks away with it. He looks back at the dog and the dog barks at him.

Buzzard: Come on!

The dog chases after him and follos Buzzard into the night.

Scene 12 ~

Inside the Marshall's office in Sweetwater

A group of men who turn out to be the law of Blue Creek are standing in Teaspoon's office, speaking to him.

Teaspoon: So Sheriff...you're sayin' this murderer escaped before the trial?

Blue Creek Sheriff (BCS): That's right.

Teaspoon: Don't mind my askin'...how'd he do that?

BCS: One of my deputies got careless.

One of the deputies hands a "WANTED" poster to the Sheriff.

BCS: Listen Marshall. I think there's somethin' you oughta know. We're dealin' with a cold blooded killer here.

Teaspoon: I see. Well, who is it?

The Sheriff shows Teaspoon the poster with Rachel's face and name on it.

BCS: It ain't a he.

Teaspoon gazes down at the poster that says $100.00 Reward for Rachel Dunne.

BCS: Well Marshall?

Teaspoon: Well...it says here, Rachel Dunne. Five foot four, blonde hair, green eyes.

BCS: That's right.

Teaspoon: Gives a man pause, don't it? To think a pretty little thing like this could be accused a murder. You uh...suppose she really done it?

BCS: There were three witnesses.

Teaspoon: Hard to figure, ain't it?

BCS: Times waistin' Marshall. You seen her or not?

Teaspoon: Well I...may have. On the other hand, uh...maybe not. See, there's lots a pretty girls 'round here, and uh...to tell the truth, my memory ain't so good as it used to be.

He chuckles.

Teaspoon: But I tell ya what. I'll keep an eye out for her.

He hands the poster back to the Sheriff. The Sheriff wearily looks at Teaspoon.

BCS: Appreciate your cooperation.

Teaspoon: It's the least I can do.

He stands up to follow the other lawmen out of his office.

BCS: Oh and Marshall...Would it be alright with you, if my men and I asked around? Just in case someon else has seen her.

Teaspoon: Be my guest.

Teaspoon shakes the Sheriff's hand and waves his hand at the others.

Teaspoon: Boys.

The Sheriff and his men walk away and Teaspoon heads back into his office, grabs his gun and gunbelt and sneaks out and heads the other way back to the Station.

Scene 13 ~

Sweetwater Station

Teaspoon comes riding in fast and Lou sees him coming in from where she's washing down Lightning.

Teaspoon: Rachel here?

Lou: In the house.

Teaspoon gets off his horse and heads toward the main house, with Louise following right behind him.

Lou: Teaspoon?

Teaspoon: Yeah.

Lou: She in some kinda trouble?

Teaspoon: You could say that.

Teaspoon and Lou both walk up the steps to the house and let themselves in without knocking.

Teaspoon: Rachel?

Now inside the house, you see Rachel pacing infront of Teaspoon and Louise.

Rachel: So, if that's murder...I'm guilty. But to be honest with ya. Only thing I regret, is that my aim wasn't better.

Teaspoon: What about this other brother Dennis? Wouldn't he testify that you fired after Thad killed your husband?

Rachel: No. Dennis would never have the nerve to cross Thad. Unless maybe I could get him alone. Well...the Sheriff will be here shortly. I better get my things together. Thanks for coverin' for me. You didn't have to do that.

Teaspoon is still watching Rachel, with Louise by his side.

Teaspoon: Well...I thought there was somethin' strange 'bout that Sheriff. I wanted to hear your side of the story.

Rachel: I don't have a side, Teaspoon.

Teaspoon: Well it seems to me, if you want to stand a fightin' chance at that trial young lady...you better get one.

Rachel looks at him, incrediously.

Rachel: My trial? That's a good one. You don't understand. I shot Tom Browning.

Lou: So...

Rachel: So, the Browning's own the law in Blue Creek. They might as well just hang me now and spare the trouble of a trial.

Rachel walks away, but Louise follows her.

Lou: Rachel...you can't just give up.

Rachel: You know, it's funny. When I first saw your help wanted sign, it seemed like the perfect place to hide. I never knew I'd like it so much. I'm tired of runnin'.

Teaspoon: Rachel? Why did Thad Browning shoot your husband?

Rachel: Becase of me. See, I never had a daddy. Had a thousand daddy's. Least that's what they called themselves when they called on my momma. Pay their respects. She wasn't a bad woman, she really wasn't. She was just fearful that she wouldn't be able to take care of us after my daddy ran out. But, by the time I was thirteen years old, she was all used up. That's when I swore, that if anybody was gonna be on the usin' end of men, it was gonna be me. Thad Browning knew he wasn't the first...he just couldn't stomach bein' the last. I met Henry Dunne at a card table. He gave me somethin' a lot more important. Love and respect. Things I never had before. Excuse me.

Rachel starts to head up the stairs, but Teaspoon stops her.

Teaspoon: Rachel...you know how to ride?

Rachel: A little. Why?

Teaspoon: We got some good horses in the barn. You wanna avoid that posse, you better get goin'.

Rachel: Why would you do that for me?

Teaspoon: Grab your stuff and get ready. We don't have much time.

He turns to Lou.

Teaspoon: Come on.

Lou follows him out of the house as Rachel watches them leave.

Next you see Rachel climbing into the saddle of a horse, with all her stuff tied to it. Lou and Teaspoon look up at her.

Rachel: I don't know how I can ever thank you.

Teaspoon: Uh...we oughta thank you. We'd be starvin' by now, if you hadn't come along.

Rachel: I won't forget you Louise.

Lou looks up at her.

Lou: Me neither.

Teaspoon: See them hills in the Northeast. Head straight through that pass there. You oughta make it before dark. Then stick to the rockiest ground you can find, so's you'll be hard to track.

Rachel: Okay.

Teaspoon: Ride like Hell. Don't turn back.

She then rides off towards the hills where Teaspoon pointed her to, leaving Teaspoon and Louise standing together.

Lou: Think she's gonna make it Teaspoon?

Teaspoon: I don't know. Good Lord willin'.

They start walking together and Teaspoon stares over at Lou.

Teaspoon: Louise?

Lou stops and looks up at him with her hands on her hips.

Teaspoon: Well it's...it's just gonna take some gettin' use to.

Next you see Buzzard Braddock riding through the Territory with the dog running at his side.

Buzzard: Hang on boy! You're gonna have a great lunch.

Scene 13 ~

Sweetwater Station

Teaspoon comes riding in fast and Lou sees him coming in from where she's washing down Lightning.

Teaspoon: Rachel here?

Lou: In the house.

Teaspoon gets off his horse and heads toward the main house, with Louise following right behind him.

Lou: Teaspoon?

Teaspoon: Yeah.

Lou: She in some kinda trouble?

Teaspoon: You could say that.

Teaspoon and Lou both walk up the steps to the house and let themselves in without knocking.

Teaspoon: Rachel?

Now inside the house, you see Rachel pacing infront of Teaspoon and Louise.

Rachel: So, if that's murder...I'm guilty. But to be honest with ya. Only thing I regret, is that my aim wasn't better.

Teaspoon: What about this other brother Dennis? Wouldn't he testify that you fired after Thad killed your husband?

Rachel: No. Dennis would never have the nerve to cross Thad. Unless maybe I could get him alone. Well...the Sheriff will be here shortly. I better get my things together. Thanks for coverin' for me. You didn't have to do that.

Teaspoon is still watching Rachel, with Louise by his side.

Teaspoon: Well...I thought there was somethin' strange 'bout that Sheriff. I wanted to hear your side of the story.

Rachel: I don't have a side, Teaspoon.

Teaspoon: Well it seems to me, if you want to stand a fightin' chance at that trial young lady...you better get one.

Rachel looks at him, incrediously.

Rachel: My trial? That's a good one. You don't understand. I shot Tom Browning.

Lou: So...

Rachel: So, the Browning's own the law in Blue Creek. They might as well just hang me now and spare the trouble of a trial.

Rachel walks away, but Louise follows her.

Lou: Rachel...you can't just give up.

Rachel: You know, it's funny. When I first saw your help wanted sign, it seemed like the perfect place to hide. I never knew I'd like it so much. I'm tired of runnin'.

Teaspoon: Rachel? Why did Thad Browning shoot your husband?

Rachel: Becase of me. See, I never had a daddy. Had a thousand daddy's. Least that's what they called themselves when they called on my momma. Pay their respects. She wasn't a bad woman, she really wasn't. She was just fearful that she wouldn't be able to take care of us after my daddy ran out. But, by the time I was thirteen years old, she was all used up. That's when I swore, that if anybody was gonna be on the usin' end of men, it was gonna be me. Thad Browning knew he wasn't the first...he just couldn't stomach bein' the last. I met Henry Dunne at a card table. He gave me somethin' a lot more important. Love and respect. Things I never had before. Excuse me.

Rachel starts to head up the stairs, but Teaspoon stops her.

Teaspoon: Rachel...you know how to ride?

Rachel: A little. Why?

Teaspoon: We got some good horses in the barn. You wanna avoid that posse, you better get goin'.

Rachel: Why would you do that for me?

Teaspoon: Grab your stuff and get ready. We don't have much time.

He turns to Lou.

Teaspoon: Come on.

Lou follows him out of the house as Rachel watches them leave.

Next you see Rachel climbing into the saddle of a horse, with all her stuff tied to it. Lou and Teaspoon look up at her.

Rachel: I don't know how I can ever thank you.

Teaspoon: Uh...we oughta thank you. We'd be starvin' by now, if you hadn't come along.

Rachel: I won't forget you Louise.

Lou looks up at her.

Lou: Me neither.

Teaspoon: See them hills in the Northeast. Head straight through that pass there. You oughta make it before dark. Then stick to the rockiest ground you can find, so's you'll be hard to track.

Rachel: Okay.

Teaspoon: Ride like Hell. Don't turn back.

She then rides off towards the hills where Teaspoon pointed her to, leaving Teaspoon and Louise standing together.

Lou: Think she's gonna make it Teaspoon?

Teaspoon: I don't know. Good Lord willin'.

They start walking together and Teaspoon stares over at Lou.

Teaspoon: Louise?

Lou stops and looks up at him with her hands on her hips.

Teaspoon: Well it's...it's just gonna take some gettin' use to.

Next you see Buzzard Braddock riding through the Territory with the dog running at his side.

Buzzard: Hang on boy! You're gonna have a great lunch.

Scene 15 ~

Rachel is riding through a creek and then you see the posse riding hard, trying to make up time and track her.

Rachel is now riding through the Territory and the men are getting closer. They are tracking her horse now and it's turned to night time.

Now you see Rachel sitting by a fire behind an outcrop of rocks. She pulls out the picture of Henry and stares at it.

Rachel: It's a beautiful night Henry Dunne. We coulda got into some fine trouble on a night like this.

She chuckles and then looks down at the picture again. She hiccups and then that sends her into tears.

Now it's morning and Rachel is asleep next to where the fire went out. Somebody walks up to her, which wakes her up, and then a gun cocks. She feels the gun being pointed right down at her back. 

Scene 16 ~

Rachel looks up to see the Sheriff of Blue Creek and his men standing over her.

SBC: Get up! We got a long rider ahead.

Rachel: Why don't you just kill me now?

SBC: Well, that'd just be a terrible waste. Besides, there's someone who wants to see you.

Rachel is now on horseback with her hands tied together and surrounded by the posse. It's getting close to dusk again.


Now everyone is asleep surrounding a fire, including Rachel. Next, Kid comes up behind one of the two men that are awake and knocks him out with the butt of his gun. Next, Lou sneaks up on the other guy to "distract" him, and Jimmy come up behind him and does the same thing Kid did.

Lou and Jimmy sneak over to where Rachel is sleeping. Lou kneels down beside her and covers her mouth with her hand so she won't make a sound when she surprises her awake. Rachel looks up and sees that it's Jimmy and Louise there. Lou helps her up and then they quietly sneak over to where Kid is.

Lou: Teaspoon was wonderin'. You mentioned somethin' about bein' able to get Dennis Browning to confess, if you could get him alone?

Lou helps Rachel get the ropes off her wrists, as Kid and Jimmy have their revolvers trained on the group of sleeping men.

Lou: If you could get him to sign this.

Louise takes a letter out of her pocket and gives it to Rachel.

Rachel: What is it?

Kid: It's a statement, tellin' the real story about how Thad Browning killed your husband.

Jimmy: There's some horses waitin' behind those rocks. You get goin'. I'll make sure no one follows ya.

Rachel kisses Jimmy on the cheek.

Rachel: Thank you.

Then Rachel, Kid and Louise run off behind the rocks and leave towards Blue Creek, leaving Jimmy behind.

Jimmy then unties the posse's horses and scatters them, then runs off towards his horse, leaving the posse unawares.

Scene 17 ~

Blue Creek, Inside a Hotel Room

Ethan Browning is asleep in bed with a saloon girl. The door quietly opens as Rachel, Kid and Lou wake up the saloon girl and usher her out of the room. Rachel has a revolver in her hand. Kid and Lou close the door and leave Rachel with the man sleeping. She pokes at his shoulder, trying to wake him up.

Ethan rolls over and wakes up to see Rachel standing over him with a gun.

Rachel: Where's Dennis, Ethan?

Ethan: Dennis? All this time, I thought it was was Thad you had your eyes on.

Rachel: I asked you a question.

Ethan: Yeah. Thad always said you were a tease.

Rachel: That's funny. I'd a thought he'd a said, I always come through.

Ethan rolls over to grab his gun, but Rachel's faster and shoots him in the foot.

Ethan: Ow!!! Crazy woman...you shot me!!

Lou and Kid come busting in after hearing the shot.

Lou: Rachel!

Rachel: It's alright Lou. I know what I'm doin'.

Ethan: I'm gonna bleed to death.

Rachel: Oh...stop your whinin' Ethan. I seen mosquitoes draw more blood.

Rachel then leans down and grabs Ethan by the back of the neck, lifting his face up towards hers.

Rachel: Now you listen to me. Unless you wanna join the ladies' social...I suggest you tell me where Dennis is.

Ethan: Alright...alright.

Scene 18 ~

Inside an office, Dennis Browning is sitting at a desk, trying to kill a bothersome fly. Lou comes up and knocks on the window.

Lou: You Dennis Browning?

Dennis: I'm sorry...we're not open yet.

Lou: I gotta package here for you. It looks kinda important.

He nods his head and gets up to let her in through the front door. When he opens the door, he's surprised by Kid, Rachel and Lou with their guns drawn.

Kid: Back up!

Lou closes the door.

Kid: Lou...

Lou heads to cover one window, while Kid goes to cover the other. Rachel goes up to Dennis with the statement in one hand and her gun at the ready in the other.

Dennis: Rachel? What are you doin' here?

Rachel: I want you to sign this Dennis. It's a statement sayin' that I shot Tom after Thad killed Henry.

Dennis: I can't do that! I can't betray my family!

Kid: True ain't it?

Dennis: Well...of course it is...but I...

Lou: What?

She points her gun at Dennis.

Kid: If you don't sign...we'll go after your family.

Dennis: Rachel...you gotta get outta here. Thad and Pa will be back any minute.

Rachel: Good. They can sign too.

She grabs him as he tries to walk away and shoves her gun into his chest.

Dennis: Rachel, please. You know I tried to stop 'em. I never had anything against you and Henry.

Rachel: I know Dennis. But you didn't stop him did you?

Dennis: How could I?

Kid sees someone coming from the window.

Kid: Someone's comin'! Rachel...

Rachel and Lou go to hide and then Lou grabs Dennis.

Lou: Say a word and you're dead.

Kid then goes to hide too, leaving a nervous Dennis. Thad and Pa Browning come walking in smiling.

Pa: Howdy son. How ya doin'?

Dennis: Mornin' Pa...Thad...

Thad: What's wrong Dennis?

Dennis: Nothin'.

Rachel accidentally knocks into something, giving themselves away. Kid comes out first, cocking his gun, then Rachel and Lou do the same.

Kid: Don't do it!

Thad: Rachel.

Rachel: Move your hand away from that gun.

Pa: I don't know how you got here. But you'll never get away with this.

Rachel: Maybe not. But I ain't got a thing to lose now, do I? And as soon as Dennis signs this statement...

Thad: What statement? What are you talkin' about?

Lou: The one that says she shot your brother in self defense. After you murdered Henry Dunne.

Dennis: I...I didn't say anything Thad. I swear!

He looks apologetically and fearful towards his older brother.

Thad: It's alright Dennis. It's alright. I believe ya, I really do. Now just rip it up.

Rachel: No!!

Thad: Hey! Blood is thicker than water lady. You ought to know that. And that statement will not stand up in court. Dennis...listen to me. Dennis...tear it up boy. Come on...they won't shoot. Rip it up. Come on, come on. Tear it!

Dennis looks at Thad as Rachel watches him tear up the statement.

Lou sees Ethan coming by the window.

Lou: Rachel...look out! Ethan!!

Lou pushes Rachel to the floor and Thad takes his gun out, ready to fire at her, when Dennis tries to stop him by grabbing him.

Dennis: No!!!

Lou fires at Ethan and also manages to shoot Dennis in the shoulder. Ethan's shot and falls through the broken window.

Another man breaks through the door and Kid shoots him, knocking him into some freight boxes.

Thad tries to raise his gun to fire at Rachel, but Dennis stops him again.

Dennis: Nooooo!!!!

Pa Browning is getting up off the floor and Kid points his gun at Thad.

Pa: Drop it!

Dennis: Do like he says Thad.

Pa: Go on son. It's over.

Pa Browning takes the gun out of Thad's hands and hands it to Kid. Rachel just stares at him.

Scene 19 ~

Inside the Marshall's Office in Sweetwater

Everyone is gathered around while Teaspoon is reading Rachel's pardon, to her and to them.

Teaspoon: I am therefore, pleased to inform you...(he gestures to Rachel), that all charges against you have been dropped.

Rachel smiles and all of the riders cheer.

Teaspoon: Furthermore, base on the sworn deposition of Dennis Everett Browning... Thad and Angus Browning and Jack McClellan, former Sheriff of Blue Creek, have been indicted on charges of land fraud, extortion, etc, etc...Thorlis T. Faylon, Territorial Governor.

Teaspoon gives Rachel the letter.

Teaspoon: Uh...Rachel. There's one thing that letter don't touch on. Now that you're a free woman...well...we's all wonderin'...what are ya gonna do?

Rachel looks at Teaspoon and all of the riders.

Rachel: What a you all lookin' at? I'm goin' back to the house. I got a stew on. You do like my cookin' don't you?

They all laugh, relieved.

Rachel: Good. It's settled then.

She starts to walk out of the office between the riders, when Cody stops her.

Cody: Rachel...

He looks at the other riders and then looks at Rachel.

Cody: There's somethin' I've been meanin' to tell ya. And I want you to know that I'm sorry, for the way that, uh...well...you know...

Rachel: Billy. I don't have the slightest idea what you're talkin' about.

Cody: I'm sorry for the way that I was thinkin' about ya before.

Rachel: Oh....don't worry 'bout that. As long as I'm treated with dignity and respect...you can think anything you want. Now, if you'll excuse me.

She leaves them all standing there, chuckling.

Noah: Now that's one Hell of a woman.

They all start laughing.

Teaspoon is standing next to Louise and looks down at her.

Teaspoon: She ain't the only one.

Lou looks up at him, and then he timmedly puts an arm around her shoulder and smiles at the boys.

Teaspoon: Now what you boys smilin' at? Station's a mess...go on...get outta here!

He let's go of Lou and gives her a nudge in the shoulder as she runs towards the other riders.

Teaspoon: Go on...you too.

They all head off to their horses. 

Scene 20 ~

Buzzard Braddock has come riding into the outskirts of Sweetwater with his dog following.

Buzzard: Almost there...

He gallops into town.

Now you see Jimmy and Teaspoon playing a game of checkers in the Marshall's office.

Jimmy: Looks like I gotcha now.

Jimmy starts laughing.

Teaspoon: Oh you think so?

Jimmy: Yeah.

Teaspoon: Well, go ahead. Take your best shot.

Jimmy looks down at the board and in three moves, relieves Teaspoon of all his remaing pieces, leaving him stunned.

Teaspoon: Hey! Hold on a minute. How'd you do that?

Jimmy: Wanna play another?

Teaspoon: No. I think you've learned enough for today.

Jimmy laughs and then starts to clear away the board.

Teaspoon: Ahhh....there's nothin' like a nice...peaceful...Saturday afternoon.

Jimmy nods his head in agreement.

Next thing you see is Buzzard walking down the street towards the Marshall's office.

Buzzard: Hunter! Teaspoon Hunter!

He shoots his gun into the air.

Jimmy looks solemnly at Teaspoon.

Buzzard: It's Braddock. Buzzard Braddock. Remember me? Waco, Texas, Summer of 42. You left a piece of lead in me, that kinda put a crimp in my social life. Thought I'd come back and return the favor.

It's completely silent, except for the neighing of a horse.

Buzzard: Come on Hunter! I know you're in there. Wantcha to meet my dog, Fella.

The dog growls and then barks.

Buzzard: I told him all about ya. How I'm gonna tear your heart out and feed it to him for lunch, smoke your liver, give it to him for dinner, maybe save the bones for a treat...huh?...

He starts laughing as the dog runs to his side.

Buzzard: What d'ya say Spoono? Feel like lunch?

He shoots his gun into the air again.

Now you see the Marshall's office empty, as well as Teaspoon's gun is missing off it's peg.

Jimmy is sneaking around from the back to watch from the porch.

Buzzard: What you waitin' for? Hope it ain't your replacement. I ran into him a ways back. Seems like he's given up Marshallin' and taken up fertilizin'.

Now you see Teaspoon coming up from behind Braddock to surprise him.

Buzzard: Whatcha doin' in there?! Hidin' under the matress like a cocky-roach?

He cocks his weapon again and shoots it into the air.

Buzzard: Come on out!!

Teaspoon: Real sorry 'bout youre social life Buzzard.

Buzzard turns around to look at Teaspoon.

Buzzard: Oh, that's okay Hunter.

He walks towards Teaspoon.

Buzzard: I found somethin' else just as satisfyin'.

He takes the star off his vest and Teaspoon waits for him. Jimmy just watches the scene unfold.

Buzzard: Target practice.

He laughs as he holds up the star that has a hole through the middle of it.

Buzzard: And you're next!

Buzzard throws the star to the dirt floor, as he and Teaspoon both watch it land.

Suddenly Buzzard makes to grab for his gun, but Teaspoon's fater and shoots Buzzard, killing him.

The dog barks and Teaspoon and Jimmy walk towards Buzzard's body, as Teaspoon holster's his gun. Teaspoon picks up the star and looks at the growling dog.

Teaspoon: Lunch is cancelled.

The dog runs away.

Teaspoon: Get outta here.

Teaspoon turns towards Jimmy.

Teaspoon: Do me a favor, will ya? Get the undertaker.

Jimmy looks at him.

Jimmy: Another notch?

Teaspoon waves off the question.

Teaspoon: Nother ghost.

Jimmy: Their'll be others Teaspoon.

Teaspoon: Yeah. I suppose. Till we're notches on somebody else's gun.

He nudges Jimmy in the arm and they walk away, leaving Braddock. They both turn back and look at his body, which had a buzzard looming over it.

THE END

