COLOR BLIND
Scene 1 ~

In the middle of the open territory, two women (one black and one 'white' - Martha and Samantha), are on a wagon loaded down with luggage, riding towards Sweetwater.

Martha: And what makes you think they're gonna be any more acceptin' of them Paris hemlines than Charleston was?

Samantha: This is new country out here. Sweetwater just might appreciate European fashion.

Martha: Not on it's new school teacher they won't. Girl, you better let them skirts down and move them neck lines up.

Samantha laughs.

Samantha: Don't worry, I will.

Martha: You better. You know what's good for you?

Samantha: Don't worry, I will. I swear on my (self - [it's hard to hear what she says in her southern drawl]).

A loan man is seen riding towards the women, when he rides in front of their horses, causing them to stop for him.

Thief: Woah! Woah...

He gets off his horse and walks over to them.

Thief: Ladies...

Martha: Afternoon.

Thief: Headin't to Sweetwater?

Samantha: That's right. I'm goin' to be the new school teacher there.

Thief: I ain't never had no school marm pretty as you.

As he looks her up and down.

Samantha: Doesn't sound like you've ever had a school marm.

Martha: Well, it's late. We better be movin' on.

Thief: I expect you do. This ain't safe country for two ladies to be travellin' alone.

He walks around to the back of their wagon. He opens the back of it and starts unloading it. The women turn around, surprised.

Samantha: Stop that!

He continues to unload the back of the wagon.

Samantha: You stop it! That's my property!

Martha gets off the wagon and heads over to stop the man.

Thief: Is that right?

Martha: Get your hands off that!

Martha tries to grab the bag out of the thief's hand, but he hits her and knocks her to the ground.

Samantha: Martha!

Kid now rides in and sees what's happening.

Kid: What's goin' on here?

Thief: None a your business.

Samantha: He tried to rob us.

The thief drops the bag and reaches for his gun and shoots at the Kid and misses. Kid sees what he's doing and reaches for his gun and shoots tht thief in the arm, knocking him to the ground. The gunfire spooks the horses attached to the wagon and they take off with Samantha still on board.

Samantha: Help me!

Kid sees the trouble and he takes off after her on Katie.

Martha sees what's happening and gets up to run after Samantha.

Martha: Samantha!

The horses and wagon are racing through the land, while Samantha is holding onto the wagon with Kid chasing after her.

Samantha: Martha! Help me!

Kid finally catches up to Samantha and rides up to where the horses are pulling the wagon. He leaps off of Katie and onto the back of one of the lead horses, pulling on the reigns to stop them.

Kid: Woah...woah!

He gets them stopped and then he hops off them to go help Samantha.

Kid: You alright mam?

Samantha: Oh...yes.

Kid: You sure?

Samantha: Yes, I am. Thank you.

He grabs onto her waist to help her down. 

Samantha: Oh yes. I'm fine now.

Kid: Maybe you oughta...sit down or somethin'.

They're now facing eachother.

Samantha: Oh, it's all my fault. I never shoulda let them run away like that.

Kid: Horses get spooked. There's nothin' anybody can do about it.

He smiles at her.

Kid: Most women woulda fainted dead away.

Samantha: I'm not the faintin' type, mister...

Kid: Oh...most folks just call me Kid.

Samantha: Well, I'm in debted to ya Kid.

She puts her hand out to shake his.

Samantha: My name is Samantha Edgards.

He shakes her hand.

Kid: I'm...I'm just glad I was lucky enough to be here Miss Edgards. Are you headin' through to Sweetwater?

Samantha: That's right. I'm the new school teacher.

Kid smiles at her.

Kid: Well, ain't that somethin'? I...I mean, isn't that somethin'...I mean...

They laugh together.

Samantha: Are you from Sweetwater?

Kid: Oh, you bet.

Samantha: Then perhaps you can help us. You see, the new teachin' job comes with a place to live, except I don't know where it is.

Kid: Oh, that'd be the old Miller place. It's just acrossed town. I could...I could lead you right there.

Samantha: Oh...I wouldn't want to impose on ya' again.

Kid: It wouldn't be imposin'. I gotta ride by there anyway.

Samantha: Well, if you're sure it isn't any trouble. Martha and I...

She stops suddenly, realizing she's forgotten all about Martha.

Samantha: Oh my God! I forgot about Martha! Iv'e gotta go get her. She's gonna be worried sick.

She runs to get to Martha, but Kid stops her. 

Kid: Wait. Now hold on! Let's take the wagon. I'll help you.

He helps her back onto the wagon.

Scene 2 done by Miss Raye:

EXT. Express Station Woodpile. Jimmy splits log after log of wood, tossing the halves on the growing pile. Lou comes up and watches him for a few minutes before she speaks.

Lou: Chopped yourself enough wood to last all winter.

Jimmy: You think so?

Lou: mmhmm. Maybe even through next winter. Gonna run out of trees pretty soon.

Jimmy: Something you wanted to talk about Lou?

Lou: Thought maybe you did. Sometimes it helps to talk.

Jimmy: Really ain't much to talk about.

Lou: Kid used to do a lot of this when he was frettin over me. Looks like it's contagious. (pause) I know you ain't over that church lady you was courtin' -- Alice. She was special. You probably won't ever forget her, but...but there'll be others.

Jimmy: Is that what you say about the Kid? There'll be others?

Lou: I try to.

Jimmy: Do you believe that?

Lou: (trying to be strong) Sometimes... Sometimes love doesn't always make sense.

Jimmy: Love don't never make sense, if you ask me.

Lou: Guess it wouldn't be love if it did...

They share an understanding smile...

Scene 3 ~ 

The town of Sweetwater. Kid is riding through town on the wagon with Martha and Samantha, pulling Katie behind them. 

They ride by Cody, Ike and Noah. All three riders turn and watch Kid and the two women riding through, seeing the smile on Kid's face.

Cody: Who was that?

Noah: I don't know. Looks like the Kid done already staked his claim though. 

Cody looks over at Noah.

The three riders turn back around and continue on about their business.

Scene 4 ~ 

Kid, Martha and Samantha ride up to the old Miller place.

Kid: You ladies go on in. I'll take care of the luggage.

He helps both women down off the wagon.

Samantha: Thank you.

Samantha and Martha walk into the run down old house, looking around at how delapidated it is.

Martha: Lord have mercy. Snatchin' this place back from yesterday ain't gonna be easy.

Samantha: Nope. But it'll be just fine when we're done.

Kid comes in carrying the luggage.

Kid: Feels like you brung half a Charleston with ya. How far'd you drive the wagon?

Samantha: Oh, it was just from Blue Creek. We took the stage before then.

Kid sets everything down.

Kid: Why didn't you take it all the way?

Martha: Thank you for your help, but we don't wanna keep you any longer.

Samantha: Yes...I expect you have your work to get back to.

Kid nods his head.

Kid: I reckon I better. Ya know, I'm mighty hand with a hammer. I'd be glad to help fix this place up.

Samantha follows him as he backs up to the front door.

Samantha: That's very kind of you, but...

Martha: But, we can't be thinkin' about any of that, till we get ourselves settled.

Samantha: Thank you.

He smiles and nods at her.

Samantha: Well, I'm sure I'll be seein' you again.

Kid: I hope so.

He smiles and leaves them. He hops off the steps and looks back at the house as he gets onto Katie, and then rides off. Samantha peers out the window to watch him leave.

Martha: You know better than this Samantha.

Samantha turns back to Martha and closes the drapes.

Samantha: Better than what?

Martha: Than turnin' the head of some boy that ain't got nothin' but the clothes on his back. That ain't why we came here.

Samantha: I know why we came here. I don't need remindin'.

Martha: Don't hate me for wantin' what's best for you. This is a new country out here Samantha. Big and free as your dreams. All I want, is to see you married to somebody worthy of you.

Samantha: I never lacked for suiters.

Martha: I ain't talkin' about someone who's just attraced to your beauty. There ain' no credit to the beautiful bein' beautiful. Though, you are beautiful.

Samantha smiles up at Martha.

Martha: It's the book learnin' and the breedin' you done added to the looks God gave you.

Samantha rolls her eyes.

Martha: That's what'll matter to the man we want. So don't you be waitin' your time lookin' at some poor boy like that.

Samantha: I can look at whatever I want. I just can't have it is all.

Cody: Come on, Kid. We all saw the way you were looking at her. Your eyes were bigger than a love sick calf. 

Kid: You're crazy, Cody. I was just helping her is all.

Noah: Hmmhmm. Looked like more going on than helping to me.

Buck: So what's this new school teacher's name, anyhow?

Kid (blushing and grinning ear to ear): Samantha.

Cody (giggling): See? He can't even say her name without blushing.

Noah (in a more serious tone): Yeah, maybe give yourself some time to get over things.

Camera cuts to outside the bunkhouse. Lou walks up to get her jacket, which is hanging right by the door. She can't help but overhear the conversation going on inside.

Kid: Get over what? You mean Lou? How long am I supposed to brood over something that just wasn't meant to be? Lou's sweet, she's a good hearted, but it just didn't work out. Maybe it never could work out the way we work and live together.

Kid storms out. He opens the door to find Lou standing there, with a hurt flabbergasted look on her face. He realizes she heard him. He looks like he's torn on whether he wants to apologize for what he said or accuse her of eavesdropping. You could cut the tension with a knife!

She looks like she wants to run away but can't. The long silent awkwardness is broken by Teaspoon calling Lou's name.

The first part of Scene 5 is done by Shannon, which is above in the quote. This part of scene 5 below is added by myself ~ 

Teaspoon opens up the fence gates.

Teaspoon: Lou?

Lou looks away from the Kid and then walks towards Teaspoon and Jimmy, leaving Kid standing on the front porch.

Lou: Yeah Teaspoon...what is it?

She's trying to keep herself calm and not cry.

Teaspoon: I gotta special ride for ya Lou. There's a shipment of bonds and bank drafts intended for Russell, Majors and Waddell, comin' in from San Francisco. We gotta pick it up in Willow Springs tomorrow mornin'. So you best put some miles behind ya', 'fore sundown.

She puts her coat on.

Teaspoon: And I'm sendin' Jimmy with ya'.

Lou stops and looks at them.

Lou: I can handle it.

Teaspoon: Ah, I didn't say you couldn't. I just wanna second gun on this one is all.

Lou walks off into the barn to get her horse ready. Teaspoon looks to Jimmy as they watch her walk off.

Teaspoon: Ya know, these two sure didn't turn out the way I thought they would.

Jimmy: How many times you been married Teaspoon?

Teaspoon looks at Jimmy.

Teaspoon: Just saddle up, will ya?

Jimmy smiles and walks off towards his horse.

Scene 6 ~ 

The town of Sweetwater. The stage has just come into town.

Stagehand: Sweetwater!

The door to the stage opens and a black man (Mr. Andrews' slave, William) dressed in a fine suit, gets out followed by a white man (Mr.Robert Andrews) in a fine suit as well.

William: Be deliverin' your bags sir.

Mr. Andrews barely acknowldeges the other man, looks at his pocket watch and heads into the hotel, while Robert gets all his luggage for him.

Scene 7 ~

Night time by the fire on their way to Willow Springs. Jimmy is sitting quietly by the fire eating his supper and listening to Lou crying in her bedroll. He's debating what to do or say.

Jimmy: You okay Lou?

Lou: Yeah.

Jimmy sets his cup down and sits closer to Lou, leaning down closer to her.

Jimmy: The Kid was just talkin', that's all. Fellas just seem to talk alot. It don't mean anything, believe me.

Lou turns up to him.

Lou: Yeah, and I don't mean nothin' to him. Apparently nothin' that happened between the two of us did.

Jimmy: That ain't what I meant.

Lou: I know. It's just...when the Kid and I went our seperate ways, it was more my idea than his. And, and...he's free to do what he wants. It just...it hurts seein' fall for another woman.

She starts crying harder and Jimmy nods his head.

Lou: He's probably thinkin' about her right now.

Jimmy: No. No, that's not true Lou.

He puts his hand on her shoulder and gently rubs it, trying to console her.

Jimmy: The fool ain't thinkin' nothin' at all.

He rubs her arm one more time and smiles at her.

Jimmy: Go to sleep.

He sits back up and she looks over at him one more time, before rolling over to face the other way again, still crying. He warms his hands by the fire as he watches her cry herself out.

Scene 8 ~


The town of Willow Springs, Lou and Jimmy are in town talking to the man whose supposed to have their bond and bank drafts.

Lou: So you're sayin' we have to spend the night here?

Man: Lou...the bank drafts were delayed. They should be here tomorrow. There's nothin' more I can tell ya.

She slams her hand down onto the counter, angry.

Lou: Oh...that's just great!

She brushes passed Jimmy and looks at both men.

Man: What's the matter with him?

Lou slams the door shut, leaving Jimmy to make their excuses.

Jimmy: Uh...toothache.

The man nods his head.

Man: See ya later.

Jimmy heads out to follow Lou.

Jimmy: Yeah.

Jimmy clears his throat and heads outside to stand by Lou, who is leaning against the wall angrily.

Lou: Everything. Just everything seems to be goin' wrong.

Jimmy: Oh, come on Lou. I'd say this was a stroke of good fortune. Got the day off all to ourselves, beautiful sky, bright sun...and Willow Springs.

He starts chuckling and Lou sighs.

Lou: They're ain't nothin' to do in Willow Springs.

Jimmy: Oh...I wouldn't say that.

You hear carnival music in the background heading towards them, causing Lou to look up. Jimmy points to the people coming from down the street.

Jimmy: See what I mean?

There are men juggling flames, doing back flips down the streeet, another man is handing flyers out to the town's folk. "Come one! Come all!" A man is yelling down the road, announcing that the show is one night only.

A clown comes running towards Jimmy and Lou with a bucket. She screams and both she and Jimmy turn away from the bucket, fearing what is going to be tossed at them. It turns out to be confetti.

They both laugh.

Jimmy: Maybe your luck's changin' already. 

She laughs and takes off her glasses wiping at her eyes as he rubs her head. She looks over at him with a slight smile.

Scene 9 ~

Inside the hotel in Willow Springs, a couple walks down the stairs as Jimmy is talking to the clerk, with Lou standing by him quietly.

Jimmy: Ah...we'd like two rooms please.

Clerk: Only got one left.

Jimmy: Ah Mister. We had us a hell of a ride. You sure you ain't got a second one?

Clerk: I said I ain't, now I ain't. That bed's big enough for both of ya. Better grab it 'fore it's gone.

Jimmy looks over at Lou for what she'd like to do. She nods her head quietly and mumbles her answer.

Lou: Uhm...we'll take the room.

Jimmy: We'll take the room.

Jimmy pays for the room and takes the key as Lou starts up the stairs. He follows closely behind her.

Jimmy: Don't worry. You can have the bed.

Scene 10 ~

At the old Miller place in Sweetwater. Kid is hammering away and fixing up the place for Samantha and Martha.

Samantha comes out with refreshments for Kid.

Samantha: Time for refreshment.

Kid stops his sawing when he sees her.

Kid: Ah...thank you.

He stares at her, awe struck.

Samantha: What is it?

Kid: Uh, nothin'. You just look real beautiful that's all.

She smiles sweetly at him.

Samantha: Thank you. I'm goin' into town to order some books for my classes. I'll be back soon.

She starts to walk towards the wagon, but Kid stops her.

Kid: Well...I thought that we'd have a chance to talk.

Samantha: We will later.

Kid: Well...I needed. I mean, I wanted to ask ya somethin'.

Samantha: What?

Kid: The church is havin' a dance tonight. And I thought it'd be a good way for you to meet some of your students and their folks. Kinda in an informal way. Well, anyway...if you wanted to go...I'd be happy to take ya.

Samantha: You attend church regularly, do ya Kid?

Kid: I'd go every week if you were there.

She smiles flirtatiously at him.

Samantha: Doesn't sound to me like you'd be thinkin' about spiritual matters much.

He chuckles and she laughs.

Samantha looks over to see Martha watching them. Kid turns around to see what she's looking at.

Kid: Usually a fellow only gets that kinda look from a girl's daddy. I guess she sorta feels like that, huh?

Samantha: So what time will ya come for me?

Kid's surprised.

Kid: Tonight?

Samantha: Uh huh.

Kid: Oh, uh...'bout six?

Samantha smiles at him again and then walks to the wagon.

Samantha: I'll be ready and lookin' forward to it.

Kid smiles broadly at her. She speaks in a loud voice so Martha can hear her.

Samantha: Don't work too hard.

Kid's still grinning ear to ear.

Kid: I won't.

He watches her leave and then lets out a deep breath.

Kid: Whew.

Scene 11 ~ 

Outside the Dry Goods store in Willow Springs, Jimmy and Lou are walking towards it.

Lou: I don't know what's so damn excitin' about Willow Springs. They're ain't nothin' we can do here that we can't do back in Sweetwater.

Jimmy: Now I wouldn't be so sure about that Lou.

He leads her into the store with his arm around her shoulder.

Scene 12 ~ 

The town of Sweetwater. Samantha is riding into town as everyone stares at her. She doesn't notice the man who is watching her from the hotel steps. She stops her wagon in front of Tompkins' store.

Samantha: Woah...

She goes into the store and is greeted by Tompkins.

Samantha: Good mornin'.

Tompkins: Good mornin' mam.

He smiles at her.

Tompkins: Uh...somethin' I can do for ya?

Samantha: Well, it's Miss actually. Miss Samantha Edgars. I'm the new school teacher. And you are?

Tompkins: Uh, Tompkins. Bill Tompkins. This is my store here.

Samantha smiles at him.

Samantha: Pleased to meet you.

Tompkins: Uh...like wise. Uh...ya know, folks around here been expectin' you?

Samantha: Well it's a pleasure to be here. Sweetwater is a lovely town.

Tompkins: Oh yeah.

Samantha: Now there are a few things I'll be needin' for my classes.

He takes the list she hands to him.

Samantha: A few books and art supplies that weren' part of the previous teacher's curriculum.

Tompkins: Well I'll do the best that I can to oblige.

Lady from town: And just what sort of art do you plan on teachin' our children?

Samantha is taken aback by the ladies snideness.

Robert walks in and surprises Samantha.

Robert: Only the finest, I'm sure.

Samantha looks up to see Robert walking in.

Robert: The (sentimental ?) and the sublime. Sweetwater's most fortunate to have the mind of it's children nourished by a light as bright as Miss Edgars.

Samantha: This is unexpected Robert.

Robert: You're lookin' lovely as ever Samantha. Miss Edgar's teaching talents are well known to us in Charleston. I personally heard her praised highly by the head of the academy where she earned her teaching certificate.

Tompkins' watches with a slight smile.

Robert: Sweewater's gain is definitely our loss.

Samantha: Well you're very kind to say so sir. Mr. Tompkins, I'll be back in a couple of weeks to see if those books have arrived.

Tompkins: Oh, I'm arfraid it'll be more like a month Miss Edgars. This isn't Charleston.

Samantha: No...it isn't. Good day to ya.

Tompkins: Bye, bye.

She turns to leave the store.

Robert: If you'll excuse me.

Robert leaves to follow Samantha outside.

Tompkins: You bet.

Tompkins watches Samantha leave and heaves a breath.

Tompkins: Whew...

Scene 13 ~ 

The town of Willow Springs. Jimmy and Louise are walking through town together. The town's men are all whistling and saying their "Howdys" to Louise, while she smiles shyly and Jimmy walks proudly by her side with a smile on his face.

Jimmy: Looks like I'm the envy of every man in Willow Springs.

Louise looks up at him and smiles, then puts her arm through his. A man whistles at her and she smiles, while Jimmy chuckles and lets out a deep breath.

Jimmy: Whew...

Scene 14 ~ 

Sweetwater in front of Tompkins' store.

Robert is confronting Samantha.

Robert: Why Samantha? Tell me. You disappear over night, no explanation. No clue as to where you were headed. Does it amuse you to hurt me so?

Samantha: No...of course not Robert. For God's sakes, don't think that.

Robert: Well, what should I think? How am I supposed to feel? Didn't ya believe me when I said I want to marry you?

Samantha: I told you, that's impossible.

Robert: But you gave me no reason. Is it the difference in our ages? Because I don't believe that could truly keep us apart.

Samantha: No...that's not it.

Robert: Well then what? You owe me some kind of explanation.

Samantha: I told ya! I cannot marry you Robert. I know that pains ya, but I've made up my mind, and if you love me...you'll respect my decision.

Robert stares at her, not knowing what else to say. Samantha grabs the reigns of the horses tethered to her wagon.

Samantha: Get up!

Robert watches her drive away.

Scene 15 first part done by Miss Raye. The second part is done by myself ~

at dinner together


Lou: What is this stuff anyway?

Jimmy: Wine, they said.

Lou: (sounding tipsy) I like it.

Jimmy: I can see that. (they laugh)

Lou: Do you ever think about the future? Where you'll be...five years from now? Ten? Where we'll all be?

Jimmy: No. No I can't say I do.

Lou: You're a funny man...a sweet man...(romantic music begins to play) You've been a good friend to me Jimmy Hickok. You've made me feel like a new woman.

Lou kisses Jimmy on the cheek! They both look very embarrassed, Lou looks around the room nervously, and Jimmy stares down at the table.

******************************************************************

Louise slaps her hands down on the table and startles Jimmy out of his thoughts and trying to keep his excitement at bay.

Louise: Well...let's go. We gotta fair to go to.

Jimmy polishes off the glass of wine quickly and they get up to leave. Meanwhile, a man from Jimmy's past (Hopkins), is sitting, facing away from the couple listening intently to every word that was being said.

Scene 16 ~ 

Night time in Willow Springs.

Jimmy and Louise are walking down the boardwalk enjoying the evening together. There is a man playing the horn in the quiet streets of the town and Jimmy and Lou walk up to him.

They stop to listen for a moment. The man stops playing when Jimmy hands a coin over to him.

Jimmy: Here ya go.

Horn player: Thank you kindly.

Jimmy nods his head and Lou looks up at him with a shy smile. They walk away, but the horn player starts to play a slow waltz. Lou grabs Jimmy's arm softly and stops him. She holds her arms up to dance with him and he obliges. She smiles up at him. They start to dance on the boardwalk, but he surprises her by moving them down onto the street to dance in the open space by themselves. They dance closely and he spins her around once and she starts to laugh. They continue to dance through the street closer and Lou starts to hum softly with the song being played. Jimmy spins her around again and then they both start chuckling together. She leans her head on his shoulder as they dance.

Scene 17 ~ 

At the old Miller place in Sweetwater. 

Samantha and Martha are getting ready for the church dance.

Martha: How many times I got to say it? You're waistin' your time and his.

Samantha: It's our time to waist.

Martha: Why go to a dance with someone you know you can't take serious? Baby...you need to be lookin' friendly to these folks...eligible. What are they gonna think about a school teacher who picks up a boyfriend her first week in town?

Samantha: I don't care.

Martha: You better care. You've got to care what these people think of ya Samantha. Your job depends on their respect. 

Samantha: I am sick and tired of pretendin' to be somethin' I'm not!

She storms off to sit on the settee.

Samantha: What set of lies are we gonna tell Sweetwater? You think they'll buy the same brand we sold 'em in Charleston?

Martha walks over to Samantha.

Martha: Samantha, calm down and listen to me.

Samantha: No, you listen to me. Just when I thought I found the right man...someone who could take care of us...

Martha: He was too old for you.

Samantha: Robert Andrews loved me. What difference did our ages make?

Martha: Andrews wasn't the one.

Samantha: But why?! Why?

Martha: You know why! Samantha...I was bought and sold in Charleston. If we moved there, it wouldn't have been long before they figured out what...we are.

Samantha: Robert would've accepted me for what I am.

Martha: Till you bore him a black child.

Samantha looks over at Martha.

Martha: Don't you see baby? If war comes and the South wins...the only way we're gonna survive is if you pass for white.

Samantha: I'm just so tired mama.

Samantha sits down in front of her mom, defeated.

Martha: I know...I know.

Scene 18 ~ 

Willow Springs and the carnival is in full swing. Jimmy and Louise are walking together, laughing and watching the show. There is a man talking in the background...talking about the "Amazing Top Hat" show, that's about to start. The man from Jimmy's past (Hopkins) is stalking after the couple. A man hat swallows fire, leaps in front of Jimmy and Lou, startling Jimmy. They watch with smiles and grimace at the spectacle before them.

Announcer: And now...to peform with Top Hat...the Disappearing Lady! Which one of you beautiful ladies will be the first to volunteer to disappear?

The announcer sees and points at Louise "Ah hah!"

The Amazing Top Hat walks over to Louise and Jimmy and Lou laughs.

Announcer: We have a beautiful volunteer.

Louise looks over at Jimmy and he smiles at her in encouragement.

Jimmy: Come on...go on.

Lou looks at him and smiles at him determindely.

Lou: Alright, I will.

She is walked towards the stage.

Announcer: Let's give her a big hand ladies and gentlemen. The voluntee to be the disappearing lady!

Louise waves at the crowd as they applaud, but misses her step and trips on a stair, but quickly recovers and grabs her skirt and smiles. She's put into the box and looks towards Jimmy. He waves at her and she points at him to stay right where he is. The crowd watches as the Amazing Top Hat flashes some blue powder that ignites and suprises everyone to see Lou is gone from the box.

Announcer: Ladies and Gentlemen...Top Hat!!

Jimmy claps and smiles proudly.

Announcer: And now...the return of the lady in blue.

Top Hat closes the door and peforms the same trick, then opens the box door. The box is empty. The crowd stands and stares, wondering what happened.

Announcer: Uh...ladies and gentlemen...there seems to be a brief problem, but...no worry...uhm...

Top Hat keeps opening and closing the box door, looking everywhere for Lou. Jimmy is worrying now as he watches what's happening on stage.

Top Hat looks down under sthe stage. "Jerry? Jerry?"

Top Hat goes underneath the stage where Louise was supposed to be and Jimmy comes running onto the stage, looking in the box and then following Top Hat down underneath the stage.

Top Hat: Felix? Felix what happened?

Jimmy angrily comes up behind Top Hat and grabs him.

Jimmy: What'd you do with her?

Top Hat: I don't know, honestly! I don't know!

Jimmy shoves him aside and starts looking around for himself. He finds the stagehand 'Felix', dead. Top Hat looks from behind the curtain.

Top Hat: Felix?

Jimmy: He's dead.

Scene 19 ~ 

The old Miller place in Sweetwater. Samantha comes out to greet Kid.

Kid: You look beautiful.

Samantha: Thank you. I guess I'm gonna see if you're as good on that dance floor as you are on a horse.

She walks over to him and the wagon.

Kid: I think your toes are safe. Trust me.

Samantha: I do.

He takes her hand to help her into the wagon and he winces. She stops him.

Samantha: What is it?

Kid: Ah, nothin'.

Samantha: Oh no!

Kid: Looks worse than it is.

Samantha is examining his calloused hands.

Samantha: You did that workin' here.

He grimaces again.

Samantha: You are not gonna do another thing till these hands have healed.

Kid: Well, Samantha..the roof...

Samantha: Never mind the roof. Now you promise me, or I am not gonna give you a single dance.

Kid: Okay.

Martha comes out, clears her throat and Kid looks up at her.

Kid: Sorry.

Martha walks over to him and he helps her up into the wagon. 

Scene 20 ~ 

The Willow Springs Hotel.

Jimmy comes running in, heading upstairs to he and Lou's room, but the clerk stops him.

Clerk: Mr. Hickok. Fella left a letter here for you.

Jimmy comes back down the stairs and takes the letter wearily.

Jimmy: Thank you.

He opens and reads the letter and then looks up at the clerk. He leaves the hotel hastily as the clerk watches on.

Scene 21 ~ 

The church dance in Sweetwater.

There's jovial music being played and you see Teaspoon dancing around with a little girl in his arms and her laughing at his antics. Kid is smiling happily and dancing with Samantha, Cody is dancing with one of the girls from town and Buck is also dancing with an older lady from town.

Rachel and Martha are standing by one another, but Martha is watching the Kid and Samantha intently, making Rachel uncomfortable. Teaspoon sets down the little girl and walks over to the two women.

He tips his hat to Martha.

Teaspoon: Miss Martha.

Martha: Marshall.

She doesn't take her eyes off the couple dancing around the room.

Teaspoon: I spy, I spy...is that Rachel Dunne?!

Rachel starts laughing and so does Teaspoon. Teaspoon sees Martha staring at Kid and Samantha.

Teaspoon: Handsome couple, ain't they?

Martha doesn't reply to his question.

Teaspoon looks to Rachel.

Teaspoon: May I have the honor, please?

Rachel: My pleasure.

Teaspoon takes Rachel's hand and he twirls her onto the dance floor.

Noah walks over to Martha with a drink in his hand for her.

Noah: Mam...looks like you could use a little refreshment. 

Martha looks at him and takes the drink.

Martha: Much obliged.

He nods his head to her and leaves as he sees her still watching the Kid and Samantha.

The ballad stops and the crowds applauds. Robert stops in between Samantha and Kid and he pushes Kid aside.

Robert: Excuse me.

Martha watches the scene.

Robert: May I have the pleasure of this dance?

Samantha curtsies as a waltz starts to play. She looks briefly over at Kid. Kid just stands there watching, as does Martha. Martha walks quickly over to Robert and Samantha.

Martha: Time to go Samantha.

She puts her hand on Samantha's shoulder to break them apart.

Samantha: I'm not ready yet Martha.

Martha: Yes you are.

Martha pulls Samantha away from Robert, which angers him.

Robert: You heard the woman negra!!

He hauls off and slaps Martha, knocking her to the ground. The crowd gasps, stunned. Samantha runs to Martha.

Samantha: Martha!

Teaspoon stalks over to Robert and pushes his shoulder.

Teaspoon: What the Hell you doin'?

Samantha: I'm so sorry. Please forgive me.

She helps Martha to sit up.

Samantha: For God's sakes!! Why'd you hit her?!

Robert: My daddy owned her.

Teaspoon looks over at Robert and then down at Martha.

Scene 22 ~

Inside the Marshall's office in Sweetwater.

Samantha: Here's the bill of sale Marshall.

She hands a piece of paper to Teaspoon. Kid, Teaspoon, Martha, Samantha and Robert are all standing amongst eachother.

Teaspoon: Lucky for Martha here, you keep it so handy.

Samantha: Well, I've had to show it alot since I've left Charleston Marshall. Martha's mine.

Robert: My daddy owned her a long time ago.

Kid: A long time ago ain't now.

Teaspoon: The fact that your daddy owned her, don't mean you ever did. Martha...Miss Edgars here has the right to file a complaint against him if you'd like.

Martha: I just wanna go home.

Robert: Martha...

Martha: Please Marshall. Can't we leave now?

Teaspoon shrugs.

Teaspoon: Well yer free to whatever you like.

He hands the paper to Samantha, she curtsies and heads out of the office as Kid and Martha follow her. Robert starts to but Teaspoon stops him.

Teaspoon: Uh, Andrews...just to uh, set the record straight here...officially. They may not want to press charges against ya, but you ever touch her again...you'll wish you hadn't.

Robert stares at Teaspoon, clears his throat and stands up straighter at the threat and then leaves.

Samantha is helped onto the wagon by Kid.

Kid: You know who he is, don't you?

Samantha: Please just let it go.

Robert: Martha?

Samantha: Robert, please leave us alone.

Robert: I just wanna talk to her Samantha.

Martha looks at Robert.

Martha: It's okay. I'll be right there.

Martha walks over to speak with Robert on the side of the Marshall's office.

Robert: Lord, Martha. I swear I didn't recognize you at first.

Martha: I was just a negra. Come between you and somethin' you wanted.

Robert: I would never hurt you deliberately. You know that.

Martha: You let your father sell me is all.

Robert: I tried to find you.

Martha: I was forty miles away, Robert. Forty miles didn't put me on the edge of nowhere. Felt like it though sometimes.

Robert: How was I to know that?

Martha: No harm done massa. Big Daddy Drew...just did what he had to do, to keep the darkies in their place...

She tears up and looks up at Robert.

Martha: And to keep you in yours.

She quickly walks away towards the wagon, leaving Robert standing there.

Kid: I'll drive ya home.

Samantha: It'd be best if ya didn't. Thank you anyway.

Martha gets into the wagon and sits next to Samantha. Samantha looks back at Kid and smiles. Martha grabs onto the reigns to get the horses moving.

Martha: Hah!!

They leave Kid and Robert on the porch of the Marshall's office. Kid walks stiffly towards Robert.

Kid: I'll be watchin' you Andrews.

Robert: Are ya now?

Kid: That's right. If anything happens to those ladies in any way, you'll be damned sorry.

Robert: You threatenin' me boy?

Kid: That's right. I am.

Robert: Well, I'm plannin' on seein' a good deal of those ladies. So, uh...

Robert smacks Kid in the face with his gloves.

Robert: Why don't we let the dawn decide?

Kid: Fine with me. But duelin's done a little different out here.

Robert: Yeah...I seen how you do it out here. Like dogs. But for a lady like Samantha, we oughta settle this like gentlemen. You are a gentleman, aren't ya?

Kid considers what Robert's saying.

Robert: Two pistols, each with a single shot. That suit you?

Kid: That's perfect.

Robert: Good.

Robert sets the tip of his cane on Kid's chest and Kid knocks it away angrilly.

Robert: I look forward to it.

Robert laughs and walks away, leaving an irate Kid standing there.

Scene 23 ~ 

Inside the old Miller place in Sweetwater. Samantha is pacing in a daze, when Martha comes down with clothing in her hands. Samantha turns to look at her.

Samantha: What are you doin'?

Martha: Packing us up. We're movin' on.

Samantha: I am not goin' anywhere with you, until you tell me why you deliberately ruined everything!

Martha: Oh Samantha. There's so much of life you ain't never had to deal with.

Samantha: And look what we've come to with you tryin' to protect me.

Martha: So no you know. That man's father owned me years ago. He was a cruel master. He beat me bad and often. 'cept Robert came between me and them blows. The good you see in him...I seen it back then. And believe me, I needed it even more than you do now. I was just fifteen. We got close...real close. When his father found out how we felt...he sold me off to someone else.

Samantha is angry and rolls her eyes at Martha.

Samantha: So now I know why you pulled me outta Charleston when you saw me with Robert. You were jealous!

Martha: Samantha, that ain't it.

Samantha: That is it! You couldn't stand to see me with the man that you wanted, so you made me leave.

Martha: What?!

Samantha: Now you want me to do it all over again! Well you can just forget it!

Martha: Samantha! That's not what the...

Samantha: One of those men is going to save me from the Hell that you put me in, and I don't care which one it is anymore! You hear me?!

Samantha storms by Martha and heads up the stairs.

Samantha: The heartache is gonna stop right here, right now! And you are not gonna get in my way...ever! 'Cause I am not gonna let you.

Martha stands there hurt and angry.

Scene 24 ~ 

Jimmy comes riding through a small creek by himself. He pulls up on his mount's reigns.

Jimmy: Woah.

He stops when he sees Lou standing on a rock, hands tied behind her back and a noose around her neck. Hopkins is standing beside his horse, which has the rope with the noose at the end of it, attached to the horn of his saddle. Hopkins has only one arm and a large scar running down the left side of his face.

Hopkins: I appreciate your punctuality. Your lady friend and I were gettin' chilled.

Jimmy is angry and scared at what he sees.

Jimmy: You alright Lou?

Lou looks up at him, afraid to move.

Lou: Yeah.

Hopkins: Oh, she's fine now. As you can see, her situation is somewhat tenuous.

Jimmy: Why the Hell you doin' this?

Hopkins: Just returnin' the favor you did me.

Jimmy: That was a fair fight Hopkins!

Hopkins: Gun fightin' was my trade, and you took that away from me! You call that fair?!

Jimmy: The lady's got nothin' to do with it. Let her go.

Hopkins: No...I'm afraid I can't do that Hickok. You see, I'm callin' you out again. And this little lady's gonna even the odds.

Jimmy: What are you talkin' about?

Hopkins: I'm talkin' about you choosin' between savin' her or savin' yourself. I'm gonna shoot ya Hickok. Now you're fast enough to drop me before I do, but your gun fire's gonna spook this horse. By the time you reach her, she'll hang.

Jimmy's looking at Lou and how she's tied up by the saddle, looking for a way to get them both out alive.

Hopkins: Or you can shoot the horse, But if you do that, I'll have time enough to drop you for sure. It's your choice.

Jimmy looks Lou in the eyes.

Jimmy: Cut her loose. Face ya with no guns.

Hopkins: Ah...that wouldn't be sportin'.

Jimmy slowly gets off his horse and starts to untie the strap holding his holster to his leg.

Jimmy: I ain't doin' it.

He takes off his gun and tosses it to the ground.

Hopkins: Pick it up.

Jimmy: I ain't gonna draw on ya Hopkins. I just want the lady.

Hopkins: Strap on your gun! Do it Hickok!

Hickok stand there staring at Lou and glancing ever so briefly at Hopkins.

Jimmy: Ya gonna have to shoot me!

Hopkins: Alright. My gunfire'll spook this horse and you both die.

Jimmy surprises Hopkins and pulls his second gun out from behind his back and shoots the horn on the saddle, breaking Lou free sending her falling to the ground.

The horse runs off. Hopkins pulls his gun, but Jimmy's faster and he drops the man. Jimmy drops his gun and runs over to Louise, taking the noose off her neck as carefully and quickly as possible, just wanting to touch her and to make sure she's okay.

Jimmy: Oh God...I'm sorry. Lou...Lou...

He cradles her up to him and he holds her as she cries into his shoulder. She holds on to him tightly with her hand up to his chest.

Scene 25 ~ 

Old Miller place the morning after the dance. Samantha sits on the settee with a cup of tea or coffee, still in her clothes from the night before. She hears a horse galloping towards the house. It's William, Robert's slave.

William: Woah.

He gets off his horse and walks to the door with a letter, drops it off and sets to leave quickly.

Samantha sets down her cup and goes to stop him.

Samantha: William! William, what is it?!

He stops when he sees her.

William: It's all in that note from Mr. Robert. He wrote you in case something happened.

Samantha: I'm sorry Miss Samantha. I ain't supposed to say.

He takes off leaving Samantha standing there.

Samantha: William!!

She runs over to the door to get the letter and Martha meets her there, after hearing the commotion.

Martha: What is it?

Samantha and Martha are reading the letter.

Scene 26 ~ 

Kid comes galloping to the meeting spot, where he and Robert are supposed to dual. He gets off Katie.

William is giving Robert one of the guns and he walks over to Kid to give him his. Kid hands him his gunbelt.

William: That's ready and loaded sir.

Kid looks at the weapon in his hand, admiring it.

Kid: That's a mighty beautiful gun.

William: Pardon me for sayin' so...but I never liked 'em.

Kid looks at William and nods his head.

Kid: I understand.

Robert: Let's get on with it. Explain the rules to him William.

William: You will face eachother from this distance. When you both have indicated to me that you're ready, I will say 'commence'. Then you both may fire. Understand?

Kid nods his head, not taking his eyes off of Robert. William walks away.

William holds up his hand.

William: Are you ready gentlemen?

********************************************************************


At the duel Samantha and Martha drive up Martha runs to Robert and they aren't quiet in the conversation, but Samantha is fooling with the horses a little ways away. Kid is right there listening.

Martha - "You can't do this Robert."

Robert - "Get out of the way Martha."

Martha - "This won't solve anything I tell ya."

Robert - "I'm in love with that woman and I'm gonna win or I'm gonna die trying."

Martha - "You can't .....(loud stage whisper)...she's your daughter."

Robert - "You're lying"

Martha - "I'm not...... Just look at her...... You know I'm telling you the truth."

Robert - "No."

Teaspoon riding up.

T - "Kid hold it. ..... Either of you makes a move I'll put you both in jail. ... This dual is over.....Kid......I thought you knew better." (Taking the gun from kid)

Samantha done fooling with horses runs to Robert.

Samantha - "Robert please call it off. I'll marry you I promise.

Martha has a tear going down her cheek

Robert - "I'm sorry."

Robert walks away

Samantha - "Robert?"

Robert turns

Robert - "Kid!"

Goes to shoot Kid.

Teaspoon shoots Robert, with the dueling pistol

Martha - Softly as she holds Robert "My god." and cries
The look on Samantha's. and Kid's faces are pretty telling they seem to know.

Scene 27 

Kid - "I don't care what ya are, only care who you are."

Samantha- "Kid, I don't even know who I am."

Kid - "Maybe I can help you find out."

Samantha - "It wouldn't be fair to either one of us. .... Ya see I ran away from Robert but I never stopped loving him. ... I just need a little more time before I can feel that way again."

Kid smiles a sad smile she kisses his cheek.

The wagon drives off kid left standing.

