Then There Was One


Then There was One
Buck and Jimmy related Scenes

Teaspoon stands outside the barn rubbing on the window pane outside his room. 

Buck steps around the corner and looks at what Teaspoon’s doing.

Buck: Pretty big storm.

Teaspoon: What’s the matter ain’t you never seen a man repair a window before?

Buck: As a matter of fact, I haven’t. 

Teaspoon: Well, it’s a very delicate operation. (turns back to the window) Especially with some fool standing in the rain starin’ over my shoulder when he’s got chores need doin’. 

Buck’s look has soured and he turns away from Teaspoon. 

SWEETWATER STATION – NIGHT

Horses thunder into the corral. Jimmy riding the fence with Kid, Buck, Teaspoon and Erastus on the ground.

Taspoon and Buck shut the gate. 

Erastus: My regrets to Miss Emma, I’m gonna pass supper and turn in early, good night old friend. 

Erastus claps a hand on Teaspoon’s arm

Teaspoon: See you in the mornin’

Lou’s come up on the inside of the corral, standing on the bottom rung. Ike on the far left of Teaspoon.

Teaspoon turns to them and leans against the fence. 

Teaspoon:  Erastus and me’ll be leavin’ for Texas tomorrow mornin’.

Jimmy: Texas?

Teaspoon: I ain’t sure when I’ll be back. I expect you boys to take care of things while I’m gone… and to mind Emma 

Kid: Why Texas?

Teaspoon: Erastus and me got business there, private business. 

Lou: Might you tell us where you’ll be goin’ in Texas? 

Teaspoon: I might…  if I was a fool. (quickly) I don’t want none o’ you followin’ me down there.  You got work to tend to here. That understood? 

The riders all look away. 

Teaspoon: Well, uh… do all that mush talk in the mornin’… I gotta get packin’ ...  night.

Teaspoon walks away.

INT. SWEETWATER BARN – TACK ROOM  & TEASPOON’s ROOM
Teaspoon opens his chest and pulls out a number of objects, the last being a colorful parka which opens to reveal a leather rig with a pistol in pristine condition. The grip is inlaid with a Texas Ranger star.  He methodically straps on the rig and slips a wicked looking knife into the belt as well. Then he practices drawing several times at the wall mirror by the window.

Hearing noise he draws facing the door behind him startling Jimmy who is carrying in a bucket of water. Dropping the bucket on the floor Jimmy reaches for his gun, his expression sober and frightened as he realizes that he’d be dead in this situation. 

There’s a long tense moment as Teaspoon continues to hold the gun on Jimmy, his eyes and mind seemingly elsewhere. The mood and fear only change slightly as Teaspoon seems to ‘come around’ and lowers the gun, releasing the hammer. 

Jimmy: I’m sorry, I don’t mean to pry, but-

Teaspoon: Then don’t.

Teaspoon picks up his hat and puts it on his head, carrying the parka with him.

Jimmy: It’s not like you to get up and leave like this. Thought you might need some help.  

Teaspoon: ‘preciate that,  ain’t none of your business. 

Jimmy nods and focuses on Teaspoon’s gun.

Jimmy:  And that.

Teaspoon: Ain’t none of your business either.

Teaspoon walks toward the door and Jimmy steps back out of his way. 

EXT.  SWEETWATER BUNKHOUSE – MOMENTS LATER

Jimmy watches from the porch as Teaspoon and Erastus ride out of the station.  Erastus continues on as Teaspoon turns to look at Jimmy, his horse stopping for a moment, then he digs his heels in to catch up. Jimmy looks down at the ground and then watches them ride off.

EXT. SWEETWATER BUNKHOUSE – CONTINUOUS (after commercial break)
Jimmy is watching after them as the bunkhouse door opens and Lou emerges. 

Lou: What are you doin’ up so early, you don’t got a ride today?

She looks down to button her cuffs.

Jimmy: Teaspoon’s gone.

Lou looks up, shocked. 

Lou: Gone…

Jimmy turns to her. 

Jimmy: Just rode off with Hawkins.

Lou: What are you talkin’ ‘bout, Teaspoon wouldn’t leave without sayin’ goodbye?

Jimmy: Well he did.

Cody is seen in the doorway, rubbing his eyes. 

Cody: You two wanna keep it down, please?   ridin’ all night and I’d like to get some shut eye


Lou steps up beside Jimmy and sits down on the porch.
Lou: Teaspoon’s gone. 

Jimmy: That ain’t all. he’s wearin’ a gunfighter’s rig, custom holster and all. 
Cody staggers out and sits in the chair beside the door. 

Cody: You must be dreamin’ Jimmy.

Kid comes out of the door, pulling on his coat. 

Cody: Teaspoon ain’t no gunfighter and you know it.

Jimmy: I ain’t dreamin’ Cody. 

He turns to look at the other three so they’ll get his meaning

Jimmy: He drew down on me when I walked in on ‘im. 

He pauses for their reactions.

Jimmy: Fastest I’ve ever seen.

Cody smiles

Cody:  Just ‘cause he’s fast don’t make him a gunfighter, Jimmy

Jimmy: Notches on his gun says different.  I aim to find out what’s goin’ on.  

Kid: He’ll have our hide, you heard what he said. 

Jimmy: Aren’t you the least bit curious? 

Lou: Emma needs us. Got mail to run.

Looks pass around the group.

Lou: Still I guess we could get by with four riders. 

Jimmy: Then you better draw straws to find out who’s goin’ with me. 

Lou gets up to head back in the bunkhouse.

Buck emerges from the bunkhouse, his coat over his arm, hat already on.

Buck: No, I’ll go. To keep out of Teaspoon’s site, he’ll have to be tracked most of the way. 

Jimmy nods.  

EXT. ON THE TRAIL 

Jimmy and Buck are walking their horses, and Jimmy is carrying his canteen.  
Jimmy: Didn’t know that these kind of cactus grew in Texas.

Buck: They don’t. 

Jimmy: I’ve seen a constipated snake ride a straighter course than these two. 

Buck only smiles in response.

EXT. ON THE TRAIL

Jimmy and Buck come up on the three men that tried to jump Teaspoon and Erastus. They’re all tied up on the ground in their unionsuits grunting as they try to escape the ropes they’re bound with.

Jimmy kicks a man’s pants away.

Jimmy: You alright? What happened?

Man 1: These two guys they jumped us… robbed us they did. 

Buck and Jimmy crouch down by his side. 

Buck: What did they look like?

Man 2: Crazy ol’ coots! Who’d a thought that?

Buck: Which way did they go?

Man 1 nods off

Man: They rode off through there I think.

Jimmy and Buck stand and walk off toward their horses. 

Man 1: Hey!  Hey, what’bout us?

Jimmy: Consider yourselves lucky.  

He nudges one man with the ball of his foot.

Buck: They could’ve lost their temper. 

Man 2: Ow!

The riders laugh as they walk off.  

EXT. ON THE TRAIL – ELSEWHERE

Teaspoon and Erastus ride alongside a hill with a trickle of water on the other side of them.
Teaspoon: Well them boys slowed us up a little, but I don’t think we’ll be late for the weddin’.

Erastus: Still got this itch inside me. 

Teaspoon: You mean like someone’s doggin’ us? 

Erastus: Yeah… if we wuz their age we’d do the same thing.

Teaspoon: yeah. I’ve been aware of that for some time.  (pause) still, since they don’t wanna pay attention to me, I don’t think we aughtta make it no easier on them. 

They continue to ride on at a walk until Teaspoon’s horse decides it needs to… fertilize the ground. Teaspoon hears the wet drops hit the ground and has a thoughtful look on his face.  Swinging his leg over the back of the horse he steps down to the ground. Erastus watches him with a curious look on his face. 

Erastus: What in the heck are you doin’?

Teaspoon has turned an empty bag inside out. 

Teaspoon: Trust me, Erastus. There is method in the madness.  

Teaspoon disappears behind the horse.

Erastus: I’ve seen people step in it, wade in it, and spout it, but I’ll be damned if I’ve ever seen anybody collect it. 

He pushes his hat back with a finger under the brim just as Teaspoon stands back up, flies buzzing around him.  He turns to Erastus with a smile and Erastus shakes his head turning away.

EXT. ON THE TRAIL – LATER
Sundance, Jimmy’s horse and Buck’s mount stand side-by-side, their backsides to the camera which pans down to show Jimmy and Buck squatting near the ground. Flies are heard.

Jimmy: Remind me to thank Teaspoon’s horse for leavin’ a trail. 

Buck: I’ll buy him some sugar when we get back. 

EXT. ON THE TRAIL – IN THE MOUNTAINS – LATER

Buck and Jimmy ride their horses up a steep incline 

Buck: (VO) These tracks are leadin’ us right up to the edge of this cliff

Buck and Jimmy stop side by side. Jimmy looks ‘over’ into a steep drop.

Buck: Have you ever seen Teaspoon’s horse fly?

Jimmy: Nope, but ah’ve seen a horse’s ass… ‘bout how I feel right now 

Buck’s look is serious. As they turn back to head DOWN the slope Buck’s voice is heard in Voice Over again.

Buck: Looks like we’ll have to give that sugar to Teaspoon instead of his horse. (laughter)

EXT. TUCSON – LATER
Buck and Jimmy ride into town with folks yelling around them.

Man:  Somebody get Doc Barnes and the Sheriff. 

Jimmy: Wonder what all the commotion is. 

A man runs across the street. 

Jimmy: Hey mister. 

The man in a bowler hat stops. 

Jimmy: What’s goin’ on inside there?

Man 2: Horrible accident, Zachary Stanton just got killed.  Odd thing…

Jimmy: yeah, its not safe to go to church anymore.

Man 2: It’s not that. Odd for Stanton to end up dyin’ in one.  The Alamo… was once a church… Stanton was there.

Buck give Jimmy a look. 

Man 2: He was one of the riders that was sent for help.  

The man continues on.

Buck turns to Jimmy

Buck: The Alamo?

Jimmy shakes his head. 

Jimmy: I don’t believe this.

Jimmy and Buck continue on through. 

EXT. ON THE TRAIL 

Jimmy and Buck pause on their mounts. 
Jimmy: You know, its getting’ stranger and stranger.

Buck: The Alamo?

Buck takes a drink from the canteen as Jimmy looks out over the landscape.

Jimmy: I didn’t even know there were survivors.

He turns to Buck.

Jimmy: You think Teaspoon could have really been there?

Buck brings the canteen down into his lap. 

Buck: Not a chance… he never would’ve deserted. 

Jimmy nods.

Jimmy: Ordinarily I’d agree a hundred percent, simple truth is

Buck puts the canteen in Jimmy’s hands. 

Jimmy: Not much any of us really know about the man. 

Jimmy takes a drink and brings the canteen back down. 

Jimmy: What was that gun I saw of his. 

He nudges the grip of his gun with a spare finger.  

There’s something ‘strange’ about the space behind them. Buck turns to look.

Jimmy: Buck, I’m over here.

Buck doesn’t look at Jimmy and gives a nearly imperceptible shake of his head. 

Jimmy: What is it?

Buck’s still looking around.

Buck: Just a feelin’ that… somebody’s behind us.

Jimmy leans back to look. 

Jimmy: Now you see, it’s got you goin’… it’s ‘us’ doin’ the followin’ Buck. 

(When Jimmy says “US” he taps his finger on his chest and a hollow ‘knocking’ sound is heard. It must be the microphone picking up the sound and it wasn’t looped or edited out.)

Buck: Like I said… it was just a feelin’.

Buck gathers his reins to go and Jimmy shakes his head slightly pressing his lips together as though he was on the verge of saying something else.   

*after the shootout in Delores’s Cantina*
EXT. CANTINA - DAY

Teaspoon walks outside the Cantina
Teaspoon: Well, I guess I should thank you boys for not listenin’ to me before and ah…

Jimmy’s smilin’ at Teaspoon on the older man’s left side.  Buck steps up as well.

Teaspoon: And I’m real impressed you stayed on our trail. 

Jimmy:  Aw you mean that little trick back there… didn’t fool us for a second.  

Teaspoon looks to Erastus. 

Teaspoon: Now I’m orderin’ ya ta go home. 

Teaspoon holds up his hand to stem their arguments

Teaspoon: I don’t want no arguments… I don’t want no questions… I just want your promise that you’ll do as I say. 

Buck looks at Jimmy and nods. 

Jimmy: Okay.

Teaspoon gives them both a look and then he walks off with Erastus following behind. 

Jimmy: I can’t figure him out.
Buck: Me neither. 

Teaspoon: (OS) Adios Dolores!  

Horses ride off as Dolores stands beside the two riders. 

Rosa puts her arm around her mother and gives her comfort. 

Buck: Dolores, was Teaspoon at the Alamo?

Dolores looks concerned.

Dolores:  He never told you?

Buck and Jimmy shake their heads. 

Dolores: Oh yes…  (she steps away from them) Before they lost the [unintel.]    a few men were sent out to get more soldiers.

Buck comes up behind her.

Buck: So he went out for reinforcements. 

Dolores nods.

Dolores: And they were not in time. For awhile after that he did some crazy things. But it happens, you know, when… when something eats a man from inside, 

Jimmy: [unintel.] Does that have anything to do with the notches on that gun of his? 

Dolores looks down for a moment.

Dolores: That you will have to ask him.

She smiles.

Dolores:  Rosa, my love, we have much work to do. 

Dolores steps up and touches her daughter on the arm.

Jimmy: So… y’re her daughter.

Rosa nods, smiling

Dolores: (calling from inside the Cantina) Rosa!

Rosa gives them a final smile. 

Rosa: Bye…

She disappears inside. 

Buck: Adios. 

They watch her go back in before jimmy turns and gives Buck a look.  

EXT. CANTINA 

Buck and Jimmy are leading their horses with their reins and walking.

Jimmy: Can’t believe we’re really goin’ back. After all the distance we come. 

The stop side by side, both looking at the open ground before them then back to each other. Together they shake their heads.

Buck/Jimmy: Nah…

Turning they swing up into the saddle and head off after Teaspoon. 

EXT. GOLIAD ASYLUM – NIGHTTIME

Jimmy and Buck are hiding behind a stone wall, digging sounds are heard off camera.

Jimmy:  What the hell are they doin’ diggin’ up a grave at this ungodly hour?  

They watch

Jimmy: Well, we can’t tell nothin’ from here. 

He starts to move and Buck grabs his arm. 

Buck : No… the dead spirits don’t like to be disturbed. 

Teaspoon sneaks around behind the two. 

Jimmy: We’ll be real quiet. It’s the only way we’re gonna learn about what’s goin’ on.

Teaspoon: Howdy boys.

Jimmy and Buck both start and softly call out as they’re startled and both nearly jump out of their skins. 

EXT. GOLIAD ASYLUM – GRAVESIDE

EBERLY’s marker is laid out in the dirt and Erastus is shoveling dirt out of the hole.

Teaspoon walks up with Jimmy and Buck behind him.

Erastus: I’m glad you boys showed up.

Teaspoon takes the shovel and holds it out. 

Teaspoon:   It’s the price of not listenin’ to me… twice.

Buck: Teaspoon, we shouldn’t be doin’ this.

Teaspoon: I respect your beliefs, Buck ,but in this particular instance no sanctity will be violated, believe me. 

Jimmy takes hold of the shovel. 

Jimmy: If I’m gonna be a grave robber, than I deserve to know why ‘ahm diggin’. 

Teaspoon: To get to the casket o’ course. 

Both boys look down into the hole, neither one is really moving. 

Teaspoon: DIG!

Jimmy steps down into the hole and puts his hat back on.  With a look up at Teaspoon he digs the shovel into the dirt.  Buck stands beside Teaspoon… all this time his hand has continued to reach for his medicine pouch. 

CUT:

Jimmy, the hole considerably deeper, hits something hard beneath and stops

Jimmy: Well, that’s as far as I go. He steps up out of the hole, Buck giving him a hand. Teaspoon steps into the hole as Buck’s grip on his medicine pouch tightens. Teaspoon lifts the lid of the coffin and finds that it’s full of stones and sand.

Erastus: Empty.

Teaspoon: It’s all comin’ together. Think I know where we’ll find him, too. 

Jimmy: Maybe he’s the one Buck’s been sensin’ followin’ us

Teaspoon: Damn Erastus, we’ve been tryin’ to catch up to the killer, instead we’ve been leadin’ each one of them to the victims 

Erastus: Two old fools 

Jimmy drops the point of the shovel into the ground at his feet. 

Jimmy: That does it. What the hell’s goin’ on here Teaspoon. 

Teaspoon drops the lid of the coffin. 

Teaspoon:  Old debts.

EXT. THE ALAMO – LATE NIGHT

All four ride up together

Teaspoon: I never thought I’d be back.

Buck: Looks deserted.

Teaspoon: Probably ‘cuz everybody’s off at the celebration. [pause] March 2nd, Texas independence. 

Jimmy:  A lot of men died in there.

Teaspoon: That’s what war’s all about, Jimmy.  Kill so many you can’t keep count.  That’s why there’s these notches on this gun you’re so curious about. It ain’t something I’m proud of,  [unintel]. Start carvin’ at the end of the war. So if ever I was forced to kill a man again, I’d never forget it. There’s one thing else I gotta tell ya. No matter what you hear… no matter what happens… this is for me and Erastus alone. And I mean it.

He hands the gun to Jimmy and dismounts. 

Lightning flashes through the sky 

