DADDY’s GIRL
OPENING SCENE - "TENTH ANNUAL SWEETWATER'S FOUNDER'S DAY RACE AND PICNIC"

The scene opens with a shot of the Sweetwater streets as the Founder's Day festivities are under way. There's a kissing booth, looks like Katy tied to a hitching post with some other horses, children playing with hoops in the street, a really grouchy looking man selling candy apples, a greased pig catching contest.

The riders come riding in to town together. Teaspoon is driving the wagon and Emma is riding in it. Teaspoon parks the wagon and helps Emma down, telling the boys to have a nice day. They continue down the street, and Buck stops suddenly, arrested by the sight of a beautiful young lady sitting on a dais between her father Jack Devlin and Tompkins. This is Kathleen Devlin; she has on a light colored dress with lots of lace around the neck, a hat with a lavendar ribbon around the brim, earrings and a large brooch, and a parasol. She looks a little bored sitting there, and Buck sits staring with a half-smile on his face. Ike rides by Buck, sees him staring at the girl, and grins. Kathleen meets Buck's eyes, then flickers her eyes downward. Buck smiles and rides forward, and Kathleen looks after him.

Next is a scene that is entirely in mime involving Sam sitting in a booth with no boots on with a sign reading "Dunk the Marshal!" He is smilling and gesturing toward a very small girl (later named as "Little Jessie Michaels") holding a bean bag looking thing, to come up and try to dunk him. Before she can go, a teenage boy comes up and takes off his coat to give it a try. Sam looks dismayed. The boy misses, though, and Sam sighs with relief, then looks a little cocky. The boy slinks off as the townsfolk stand laughing at him. Sam gestures the little girl forward again, indulgently. She nails the target and dunks the marshal, in slo mo. Everybody falls all over themselves laughing as he clambers up out of the water.

SECOND SCENE - THE CROWLEY PLACE

We see James Crowley doing some blasting on his place. He talks to his mule Isaiah and remarks that there must be an easier way of getting rich; Isaiah brays back and James remarks that Isaiah's right - he has all he needs - a good woman who loves him, and a loud mouthed jackass to keep him in his place. 

As he bends down to look at the ground, a group of men come riding up and inform him that his mortgage is late. It appears that James had an understanding with the bank owner Mr. Fenster, that he could pay his mortgage on the 15th on his regular trip to town, not on the 10th, and it's never been a problem before. The men inform him that the bank is now owned by someone else, Jack Devlin. James says well tell him that I'll be in tomorrow as usual. They tell him it's too late, the bank is foreclosing on the property. He has only 72 hours to get out. James panics and starts for his gun, and the head man (Rance Morgan) shoots him him down. Rance is very tall, with blue eyes and dark hair and facial hair.

James' wife Rachel Crowley hears the shots and comes out from behind some laundry, and we see her husband lying dead on the ground with the foreclosure notice by his head.

THIRD SCENE - THE FOUNDER'S DAY RACE

Back at Founder's Day, the crowd is gathered in front of the dais. Tompkins, all dressed up, announces that he is the chairman of the Founder's Day committee and welcomes everybody to the race. Kathleen is still seated next to him and there's a large silver cup on the dais as well.

Tompkins announces that the prize for the race this year, in addition to the trophy, is a $20 gold piece, donated by the new owner of the Sweetwater Cattlemen's Bank, Jack T. Devlin. He is seated to the right of his daughter on the dais and stands to take a bow.

The pot will be even sweeter, Tompkins says, because it will be presented by Devlin's lovely and gracious daughter (who is looking totally bored and annoyed), Kathleen Devlin, who traveled halfway around the world to be there today. She's just back from Paris, France. Everyone cheers and she waves with a gloved hand. 

All the riders line up to race, with Katleen and Buck shooting glances at each other.

Tompkins shoots his pistol to start the race and off they go.

At first it looks like Lou, Jimmy and Buck take the early lead. THen it looks like Buck in the lead followed by Lou and then Cody.

As they round a building it looks like Lou in the lead, and as they pass the livery it looks like she's about a horse-length ahead of the next rider. Behind her, some other rider cuts another rider off, causing him to fall in front of Jimmy, who veers off and grabs on to the Livery sign, swinging from it as his horse continues on without him. He disgustedly pulls his hat off, now out of the race.

As the riders come down the road, a little boy named Jeremy wanders into the path of the race, his mother yelling for him. Ike bends down and scoops the little tyke up and stops to drop him off, so he's out of the race now.

The race goes by a picket fence and some strange rider deliberately grabs onto and blocks Kid, who can't get around the guy at first and is slowed down.

Lou still appears to be in the lead, and we see a guy whipping Cody with a whip as they race along. Cody jumps off his horse and knocks the guy off his horse, punching him and grabbing the whip to give him a dose of his own medicine, but sees the race continuing without him and throws the whip away disgusted.

Next we see Buck and another rider, "Willie", racing down the home stretch, with Buck coming in first. There doesn't seem to be any sign of Lou, who was in the lead up to a moment before. There are two other horses behind them but it isn't clear whose they are. Kid is seen crossing the finish line as well.

Kathleen looks pleased that Buck has won; Devlin's henchmen look annoyed, especially Rance. Buck comes up for his prize. Kathleen says, "To the winner, goes the spoils," and hands him the coin. Unexpectedly, she kisses him on one cheek, then the other. Mr. Devlin and Tompkins look disapproving and the main henchman Rance looks really mad. Kathleen gives the silver cup to Buck and he leaves the dais looking pleased.

Tompkins announces that there's a picnic to follow and that the saloon is giving out one free drink to everybody. The crowd rushes to the saloon.

Jack comes over to his daughter. He has a slight Irish brogue.

Jack: I know what you're doing. And I don't like it.
Kathleen: I'm sure I have no idea what you're talking about.
Jack: This is Sweetwater, U.S.A., not Paris, France. And I won't have you embarrassing me like this again. And with an Indian, no less.

(Kathleen turns her head and laughs)

Jack: Do you hear me?
Kathleen: Oh, I hear you. I've always heard you.

(She turns away as her father steams.)

FOURTH SCENE - AFTER THE RACE

All the riders are gathered around a picnic table after the race and congratulate Buck over his win. Buck sees Kathleen standing by another picnic table and heads over to talk to her.

BUCK: Hi.
KATHLEEN: Oh. It's you.
BUCK: Yeah. You're Kathleen Devlin.
KATHLEEN: (Nods) And you're . . . ?
BUCK: Buck Cross.
KATHLEEN: (Offers her hand) Well it's nice to meet you, Buck Cross.

Buck takes off his hat and shakes her hand.
BUCK: Me too.
KATHLEEN: I wanted to tell you how much I admired your riding today.

Buck smiles.
KATHLEEN: Mmm. I wish I could ride like that.
BUCK: Well, I - I could teach you.
KATHLEEN: Could you?

Buck nods.
KATHLEEN: Oh, I'd love nothing more. Say, um, tomorrow morning, ten o'clock at Widow's Knoll? I'll pack a lunch and we'll make a day of it. That is, if you're not busy. 
BUCK: Oh no. I mean, I'm not busy.
KATHLEEN: Good.

Just then, Mrs. Crowley sobs, "There they are. That's them. There they are. They shot my husband!" She has blood on her dress and is hysterical. Sam holds her back as she starts screaming, "Murderer!" and Tompkins and the other townsfolk stare at her. Sam asks her what's happened, and Emma comes up behind to hug her shoulders. About an hour ago she heard a shot and she saw three men ride away, and when she got there, her husband was dead. "What did he do to you?" she screams at the henchmen. "I don't know what you're talkin' about, lady," one answers. "Why'd you have to kill him?" she screams back.

"Let's go to my office ma'am we can talk about it there," Sam says.

"I don't wanta talk about it.", she says, grabbing a gun from her purse. Everyone squawks a bit as Teaspoon and Sam pull the gun out of her hand. Sam orders the pair of henchmen to his office. Tompkins and Devlin stand together looking a little disturbed by this.

Next we see Rance helping the disdainful looking Kathleen into a buggy, holding her parasol for her and noting how he swears she's getting prettier every day. She moans disgustedly. Her father comes over and pulls Rance off a ways, asking him what happened. Rance says it couldn't be helped, he went for his gun. Devlin points out that one of these days, one of these stupid mistakes of his will be Rance's undoing. "Mark my words," Devlin says. After a pause, he asks Rance if he's coming home with them, but Rance says he has some business first.

As Rance rushes off, Devlin calls after him. "Rance? For God's sake son. Think." Rance nods, stares a minute and then continues on.

Next the scene shifts to the town street and we hear Lou's voice saying that Mrs. Crowley is going back to 'our place', as Mrs. Crowley is seen riding in the buckboard between Teaspoon and Emma. Cody, Buck, Lou, Jimmy, Ike and Kid are standing together in the street. Ike has his arm leaned on Lou's shoulder.

KID: Strange how a nice day can turn bad like that.

Rance, who is easily a head taller than any of the riders, comes up to Buck and 
says, "Excuse me, you know i saw your race and wanted to congratulate you." Pulling Buck slightly away from the others, he looks Buck in the eye and says, "Stay away from Kathleen Devlin." The riders don't say anything, but look taken aback. Buck stares after Rance as he walks off.

FIFTH SCENE - KATHLEEN AND BUCK'S RIDING LESSON

The scene opens with Kathleen standing on a grassy knoll, and Buck gallops up.

They greet each other. She was worried he'd changed his mind. He says, "Are you ready?" She says "Certainly."

THey walk over to where he has another horse ready for her. He tells her to relax and not be afraid. She says, "Why not" and he answers, "He's probably afraid of you.

"Now who'd be afraid of me?" she asks. He looks up but doesn't say anything.

They're riding along and she giggles and asks how she's doing, and he says "Fine. Don't fight it, just move with the horse." 

She says, "Okay, like this?" He says she rides pretty well, and she says, "Oh, but not like you." He says, "Well you've been away. What were you doing in France anyway?"

KATHLEEN: Well, I painted. I studied theater. I went to cafes, and oh - I was also regional equestrienne champion!" 

She spurs the horse and gallops off.

BUCK: Oh don't know how to ride, huh? Try this.

They gallop along and he does a bunch of tricks to impress her, jumping on and off, riding backwards, etc. 

Finally they stop and he says it was lucky for him she wasn't in the race yesterday. She apologizes for lying but says she really wanted to see him again. He looks pleased, and they look at each other, smiling.

SIXTH SCENE - THE STATION

We see Teaspoon holding a horse and yelling to Cody that a rider's coming, you're up. Cody runs out and jumps on the horse, taking the mochila from the incoming rider.

Next we see Mrs. Crowley warming her hands by the fire in Emma's house. Emma asks her why she's up so early and Mrs. Crowley says it's time she got back to her place. Emma isn't sure it's a good idea but Mrs. Crowley wants to go, lot of work to do. Emma says she'll have the boys hitch up the buckboard after she gets some breakfast in her. She sends her over to the bunkhouse. Teaspoon comes out of the other room by the fireplace and says that Mrs. Crowley's probably going to work the mine by herself, because Mr. Crowley believed there was gold there. Emma says a little skeptically, "By herself?"

Teaspoon says, "Not exactly."

SEVENTH SCENE - Kathleen and Buck's picnic

EXT. on the Prairie under a tree with few leaves

There’s a blanket spread on the ground with Kathleen’s lunch. She has a wine bottle in her hand. Kathleen is attempting to remove the cork with a corkscrew. The cork breaks and she gives a little pout.
Buck laughs.

She moves to set it aside.

KATHLEEN: Oh well. So much for that.

BUCK: Here, let me.

She hands him the bottle.

He takes it and watches her intently as he removes his knife from his boot sheaf. With a single swipe of the blade the cuts the bottle off midway down the neck leaving it ready to pour.

Kathleen gasps and then laughs.

She picks up a wine glass and pours the wine reaching out to hand it to Buck. He holds up his hand to stop her.

BUCK: None for me thanks.

KATHLEEN: You sure?

He nods

KATHLEEN: You’re not the kind, who’d get a girl drunk and then take advantage are you?

Buck looks down then back up at her

BUCK: I hadn’t thought of that.

He picks up a jar and lifts it up to his nose to smell its contents.

KATHLEEN: That’s pate. Ground goose liver.

Buck looks at it and shrugs

KATHLEEN: you know, there was a time in France when Noblemen were willing to die for pate like that.

Buck picks up the bottle again and lifts it up into the air a few times, there is a certain ‘ceremonial’ air to his movements

KATHLEEN: What was that for?

BUCK: My people have a belief that something worth dying for should be offered to the six powers of the world.

KATHLEEN: (laughing) You are exotic, aren’t you?

BUCK: I’m not as savage as you think.

KATHLEEN: No, you’re not. But, let’s hope you’re not as civilized either.

They share a look.

KATHLEEN: May I see that?

Buck picks his knife up, places the blade tip down and with just his index finger on the back of the hilt he leans it over to her and she picks it up from the blanket to examine it, turning the blade over in her hands

KATHLEEN: I’ve never seen on like it before. Have you ever used it (she slides her fingers up the flat of the blade) on another person?

BUCK: Why?

A little of his ‘ease’ is gone and she answers with a slight ‘defensive’ sound in her voice.

KATHLEEN: I don’t know. I’m just curious that’s all. Have you?

Buck is quiet for a moment.

BUCK: When I had to.

Kathleen sighs…

BUCK: Something wrong?

KATHLEEN: No. I’ve just never met anyone like you before.
She draws in an audible breath between her teeth.

KATHLEEN: What are you staring at.

Buck points at her chest.
BUCK: This is beautiful.

KATHLEEN: This? (she’s pointing to the cross pendant on her chest) It’s nothing special. I picked it up on holiday in Vienna.

She slides the chain around to undo the clasp in front.

She gives it to Buck

KATHLEEN: Keep it.

Buck smiles as he holds it.

BUCK: I can’t

KATHLEEN: I want you to. My feelings will be hurt if you don’t.

Buck looks at her, considering her words as the cross and chain dangle from his fingers. He puts it on.

BUCK: Thank you.

KATHLEEN: You’re welcome.

EIGHTH SCENE: CROWLEY PLACE

Jimmy, Ike, Lou and Kid are helping at the Crowley place.

JIMMY: (Swinging pickaxe) I don't know. A lot of people's mined in these hills. None of them have come up with much.

Mrs. Crowley is coming past Kid as Jimmy is speaking. She says nothing in response to Jimmy's remark but stoically keeps walking.

KID: You sure you're up to this Miz Crowley?

MRS. CROWLEY: Time's wastin'. 

She picks up a pickaxe and starts swinging it at a boulder. But after a few swings, she starts crying. Ike starts toward her but Kid puts a hand on Ike's shoulder to stop him. But when Mrs. Crowley breaks down sobbing, Ike and Lou run to her, while Jimmy and Kid stand behind looking sorry for Mrs. Crowley.

As Lou and Ike reach Mrs. Crowley, Lou crouches down and hugs her.

NINTH SCENE - PART TWO OF KATHLEEN & BUCK'S PICNIC - WITH INDIANS


There are four Indian braves on horses approaching the picnic. Kathleen is frightened. "What is it?"

Buck tells her to stay calm and don't make any sudden moves.

She asks if he knows them, and what should she do? He says stay behind me.

They stop. 

Buck communicates with the Indians by sign. 

The leader gets down and walks over to Buck. They make signs back and forth at each other.

The other brave touches Kathleen's hair. He holds up three fingers. Buck holds up four. The brave makes more signs and gets back on the horse, and they ride away.

KATHLEEN: What did he want?

BUCK: You. He offered two ponies.
KATHLEEN: He wanted to buy me??
Buck nods.
KATHLEEN: And what did you say?
BUCK: I asked for four.
KATHLEEN: That was thoughtful of you! What if he'd agreed?
BUCK: He didn't.
KATHLEEN: But if he did . . .
BUCK: I d be a rich man. Don't worry. His limit was three. Besides he said you were too skinny.

She looks a little offended.

BUCK: Don't feel bad. I think you're worth four ponies easy. Maybe five. 
KATHLEEN: Thank you very much.
BUCK: You're welcome.
KATHLEEN: You really think I'm worth five ponies?

BUCK: Maybe six.

They kiss.

TENTH SCENE - THE DEVLIN HOME - AND DAD IS ANGRY 

The scene opens on an artists' sketch of a nude woman with her back turned, and Kathleen comes in looking happy, glancing at herself in the mirror.

Mr. Devlin shouts, "Where have you been?"

Kathleen says, "Hello, Father."

MR. DEVLIN: Answer me.
KATHLEEN: (Exasperated) I was riding.
MR. DEVLIN: You were with that Indian, weren't you.
KATHLEEN: That's none of your business.
MR. DEVLIN: I was hoping things might be different this time. That being away might have helped you grow up, learn your place.
KATHLEEN: Oh, and where's that, Daddy? By your side?

They glare at each other, then Devlin shakes his head.

MR. DEVLIN: I know you're trying to hurt me, Kathleen. But in the end, you'll only hurt yourself.
KATHLEEN: I'm sure I don't know what you're talking about.

She turns away. Devlin angrily growls, "Kathleen!" and scowls at her.

MR. DEVLIN: (Deliberately) Don't defy me.

She turns away and goes down the hall, then looks back somewhat defiantly. He looks grim.

ELEVENTH SCENE - DEVLIN'S HENCHMEN TORTURE BUCK

Buck is seen riding along a shallow, muddy creek bed, riding a bay horse with a white stripe on his forehead. Suddenly somebody lassos Buck and pulls him off the horse and into the shallow creek bed. It's Devlin's two henchmen (minus Rance). One, on horseback, has the other end of the lasso. The other one, whose name sounds like Cale (?), ties his hands and tries to subdue Buck, who punches him and knocks him down, at which time the one on the horse takes off at a run, dragging Buck behind him through the creek bed.

As he drags Buck along, we see Rance up on the hill laughing and enjoying the scene.

Buck gets dragged up and down the river bed while Rance and Cale stand laughing.

Next we see Buck lying on the ground next to the horse, and Cale comes up and gives him a kick to the stomach. Buck's hands are tied and one henchman pulls him up by the hair as Buck yells, "What do you want?" and struggles.

The other henchman carries some saddle bags over and removes two jars, filled with some yellow and black paint. He smears stripes of it on Buck's face.

Then Cale takes out another jar filled with black sticky fluid (maybe tar?) and pours it all over Buck's head, and then covers him with feathers.

TWELFTH SCENE - TEASPOON AT THE ASSAYER'S OFFICE

The scene opens on the "U.S. Assay Office" window, with Teaspoon's voice saying, "Been near twenty years since I quit prospectin'. Might be I'm seein' things. Might be I'm not.

The old assayer clunks some nuggets in a plate, then holds one up to a magnifying glass as Teaspoon waits expectantly.

The assayer hems and haws a bit, and Teaspoon urges, "Dammit, Malcolm. Quit gruntin' and talk English."

MALCOLM: It's gold, all right.
TEASPOON: HA - HAAAAH! Hot damn! I knew I knowed that glint! 

Teaspoon stops crowing suddenly, looks around furtively. Malcolm asks where it came from, and Teaspoon says coyly, "I don't know."

Malcolm looks curiously at Teaspoon who tries to play it cool.

THIRTEENTH SCENE - BUCK CLEANING UP AND TEASPOON GIVING ADVICE

The camera starts witha closeup of Kathleen's cross hanging up. The camera pans back and we see Buck standing in the barn, his torso now covered with streaks of paint. He has a wooden bucket with steam coming out of it and a white basin and is trying to wash off the feathers and paint. Teaspoon comes in to put something away and sees Buck.

Teaspoon: What the hell happened to you?
Buck: Nothing.

Teaspoon comes over and pulls Buck around by the arm.

Teaspoon: Don't lie to me son! This is on account of your seeing Devlin's daughter, ain't it? (Buck looks around sharply). Ike told me.
Buck: This don't concern you, Teaspoon.

He turns back to trying to wipe off the mess with a cloth; the barn is cold because you can see Buck's and Teaspoon's breath as they talk now.

Teaspoon: You plannin' on settlin' the score?

Buck doesn't answer, but pauses his movements a bit.

Teaspoon: I know a thing like this can burn at your soul. But it wouldn't be a good idea, Buck. It'd please men like that nothing more than to have an excuse to shoot you down like a dog.
Buck: I'll take that chance.
Teaspoon: No you won't. (Buck stares) You ain't goin' near him. You understand?

They stare at each other for a few moments.

FOURTEENTH SCENE - - TEASPOON LAYS DOWN THE LAW TO DEVLIN; DEVLIN HAS WORDS WITH RANCE AND THEN KATHLEEN

Scene: the bank

The town fat cats, including Tompkins and Devlin, are sitting around a table inside smoking cigars. Rance is sitting at the table. 

Tompkins notes that Devlin has bought the old Scotsman's place next to the Crowleys. Devlin says you might say it fell into his hands. "Luck of the Irish", he says, waving his cigar.

Tompkins is suspicious. "Yeah there's a couple places out there you 'fell into', Devlin. Is there somethin' about that land we oughta know about?"

DEVLIN: Gold's a fickle mistress, Mr. Tompkins. Lord knows how many men she's led to ruin. (Gets up) But, on the other hand, now and then a man comes along that knows who she is, where to find her. And what's most important of all, what to do with her once she's been found. Now, for a man like this, a small investment of time, money, can go a very long way indeed. And that, gentlemen, is what I'm offering you here today.

Before anybody can respond, Teaspoon bursts in, a woman standing behind him looking peeved.

TEASPOON: Devlin? (Rance stands up behind Devlin). I wanna word with you. (He flicks the door shut behind him with a flourish).

DEVLIN: I don't recall you making an appointment.

TEASPOON: I'm sorry, I never did have much sense of timin, but you see a while ago, a couple of your men hogtied and humiliated one of my riders. (Rance goes for his gun). I wouldn't do that if I was you.

DEVLIN: It's all right Rance. (He gestures and Rance drops his hand from his gun).

TEASPOON: Mr. Devlin, you're a very rich man. I know that carries a lot of weight with a lot of people, but it don't carry a whole lot with me. I just thought I'd come in here and let you know, that if anything like this ever happens again, (looks down toward Devlin's cigar) you'll have to smoke those through your ear.

Devlin and Rance stand there silently staring, and Teaspoon turns and leaves.

After a pause, Devlin says, "I'm sorry for the disturbance, everyone. I'm new to the territory and this must be what they mean by the Wild West." Devlin and the men chuckle a little and Devlin calls a five minute recess. He calls to Rance to stay as the others file out.

DEVLIN: You know Rance if you want to run things around here, all you have to do is say so.

RANCE: (Shaking head) I swear, Mr. Devlin, that Indian couldn'ta seen me.

DEVLIN: Perhaps not. But he DID.

RANCE: Sombebody had to teach him a lesson.

DEVLIN: I give the lessons around here. You remember that.

RANCE: Seems to me you lost the stomach for it.

DEVLIN: Is that so? Ever since Kathleen came back, you've been acting like a complete ass. This hooliganism of yours has got to stop right now or you're out. Do you understand? (Rance nods) Well that's better. 

Rance goes to get his hat and leave, and the door flies open and in comes Kathleen, yelling "What did you do to Buck?"

Devlin plays dumb, then says, "Oh, your little Indian friend. I didn't do anything Katie. Rance did it." Disgusted, Rance storms the rest of the way out, and we see that annoyed looking woman still standing out there. 

Devlin continues, "Even though it was stupid of him, he was only thinking of you."

Kathleen answers, "I told you before, Father. I'll see whomever I want, whenever I want to. And there's nothing you can do to stop me."

Devlin snaps, "No?" and slaps her across the face. "I'll not have you whoring around, desecrating the Devlin name."

Kathleen turns with tears in her eyes, her hand on her face, and looks at him silently, then turns and goes out the door.

FIFTEENTH SCENE - - MRS. CROWLEY FINDS OUT THERE'S GOLD IN THEM THAR HILLS AFTER ALL, BUT STILL GRIEVES FOR HER HUSBAND.

BACK AT THE CROWLEY PLACE
Emma rides up and tells Mrs. Crowley, who is working with Jimmy, Lou, Kid and Ike, that there’s good news. The assayer says that the gold is real. The riders are excited, but Mrs. Crowley is downcast. “James always knew it was here,” she says sadly. Lou says she’s sure he’d be happy to know Mrs. Crowley found it. Jimmy points out that now she’s going to be rich, and Emma says now you don’t have to worry about Devlin taking over your land. Mrs. Crowley says, “Who?” 
Emma explains, Jack Devlin, the new owner of the bank, who’s been buying up land all around here. “Didn’t you know that?” Emma asks. Mrs. Crowley shakes her head no, and says “Excuse me.” Lou asks if she’s going to be all right. Mrs. Crowley says she’s fine but wants to go home for a while. She picks up her pickaxe and heads to the house.
Lou pulls down her glasses and looks over them, as Ike starts signing. Jimmy says, “I know, Ike. I never seen somebody react to good news like that before neither.”
Emma, wearing a bright red blouse and gray hat, shakes her head and looks over her shoulder at Mrs. Crowley as she continues toward her house.

SIXTEENTH SCENE - - BUCK’S ENEMIES FIND OUT PAYBACK IS A ****

We see a fire burning at night. Buck is painting his face, with a red stripe across the bridge of his nose and the sides of his eyes, a white stripe below them. He is wearing his vest but no shirt under it. He closes his eyes and breathes deeply.
Next we see one of Rance’s men riding along on his horse smoking a cigar. Buck, wearing his black hat now, jumps onto him, knocks him from his horse, and punches him out. Next we see a canvas bag on the ground. Buck picks it up. Next the bag is dangling over the bearded thug’s face, and a tarantula crawls out of it. The camera pulls back and we see that the man is buried in the ground up to his neck and the tarantulas crawling all around. Buck cuts the gag off the man and replaces his knife in his boot. The bearded man, who has really nice teeth, is panicking, as Buck gets on his horse and starts riding away. As Buck rides away, the man is yelling for help as the tarantulas crawl around him.

Next we’re back in town. The other Rance underling is staggering along the sidewalk drunk, and starts to get on his horse when a lasso ropes him. 
The scene switches to a branch with a rope tied around it, with the camera dropping to show the other henchman stripped to his longjohns, dangling by his feet over a pit. 

Stock shot of a bunch of rattlers crawling all over each other, presumably in the pit underneath the man. He’s screaming as the knot tying him above the snakes starts to give way.

SEVENTEENTH SCENE - - BACK AT DEVLIN’S HOUSE FOR ANOTHER ATTEMPT AT REVENGE
Now it’s Devlin’s bedroom, with Mr. Devlin lying in his big old bed wearing a ruffled white nightshirt. He has on a wedding ring. He’s asleep, when the door opens and an intruder comes in wearing a black hat and a coat, and points a gun at Devlin. Someone else comes in and shoots the intruder in the back. Devlin wakes up with a shout.
Kathleen in her nightclothes comes in shouting, “What happened?”
Rance says he heard him sneaking in the back. Kathleen, rubbing her father’s shoulder, asks if he’s okay, and he says he thinks so. Rance turns over the intruder, and it’s Mrs. Crowley.

EIGHTEENTH SCENE: EMMA IS UPSET ABOUT RANCE KILLING MRS. CROWLEY, BUT THERE'S NOTHING SAM CAN REALLY DO

Scene: U.S. Marshal’s office
Teaspoon, Emma, and Sam are inside.

EMMA: I don’t give a damn about ‘circumstances’. Murder is murder, it’s as simple as that.
SAM: There were witnesses, Emma. His daughter was there, I talked to her myself.
EMMA: (Shaking her head) I never shoulda told her about Devlin. That’s what set her off.
TEASPOON: It wasn’t your fault, Emma. You done everything you could. Sometimes a hurt like that can cloud the mind. (He puts a hand on her shoulder and she nods).
EMMA: (Looking at Sam) Devlin’s trouble. You know that, don’t you?
Sam looks at Teaspoon.

NINETEENTH SCENE – JACK DEVLIN CRACKS DOWN ON KATHLEEN

Back at Devlin’s house.
KATHLEEN: You can’t be serious.
DEVLIN: Katie, do you know what that Indian did? Mr. Cayles ran off to Mexico. And the doctor says that Mr. Grady’s survival is nothing short of a miracle. Now I’ve had enough of this kind of malarkey. You’re marrying Rance on Sunday and there’ll be no more talk about it.
Rance is sitting there staring.
KATHLEEN: Why are you doing this?
DEVLIN: Well, Katie, you’ve given me no choice. Since you refuse to act like a lady with some sense, at least this way you’ll be taken.
KATHLEEN: You can’t make me go through with it.
DEVLIN: Oh I think I can. If you want my money. And being your father’s daughter, I think you do.
KATHLEEN: I thought you loved me.
DEVLIN: More than anything. But you’ve never appreciated the value of things. I won’t see my grandchildren going through hard times like I did. Especially because of you and your business.
KATHLEEN: What are you talking about?
Devlin looks at her, as Rance sits in his chair clutching his hat to his chest. Devlin takes out a letter he found Kathleen says how dare you, you have no right to read my mail. 
Devlin asks Kathleen how this boy who says he loves her in St Louis, can support her by acting in plays and the like. And what about the children, does she ever think about that?
KATHLEEN: Oh is that what this is about. Rance is your stud?!?
RANCE: Wait a minute!
DEVLIN: (To Rance) Shut up! 
Rance shuts up.
DEVLIN: I’ve spent my life trying to make something of the Devlin name. And if you think I’m going to sit by and watch you destroy what I’ve built up you’ve got another thing coming.
Devlin explains that Katie is a smart girl, with a head for business. She can run the business and Rance can keep order, it’ll be a good match, she’ll see. Kathleen is shaking her head, and says if he makes her do this she will never forgive him.
Devlin says he thinks she will and that in time she’ll see he was right. “It’s time to grow up.” Kathleen says nothing and Devlin nods and walks out.
KATHLEEN: Damn him.
RANCE: (Standing up) I don’t appreciate you talkin’ about me like that, Kathleen.
KATHLEEN: Well that’s just too bad, isn’t it. 
She turns to walk away, but Rance grabs her and shakes her, saying he’s not done yet. He shoves her into a chair.

RANCE: It's funny ain't it. Your father gave you everything while I had to work like a dog just so I might get his hand-me-downs. Looks like I got the most precious hand-me-down of all, now.

Kathleen looks disgusted and goes to get up. Rance stops her, shouting, "I said siddown!!" They stare at each other a moment, Kathleen looking slightly intimidated. 

RANCE: You don't have to love me. In fact, after we give him the damn grandchildren he wants, you don't even have to share my bed. (Kathleen has a wierd smile on her face here). But we're a team now. We're gonna give daddy what he wants, understand? 

He smirks and kisses her hand, and she hauls off and smashes him across the face, knocking him backwards, and gets up and leaves.

TWENTIETH SCENE - KATHLEEN ASKS FOR BUCK'S HELP

We see the same hill where Kathleen waited for Buck earlier. Buck is riding up the hill, then Kathleen waiting by her horse. He jumps down from his horse and goes to her.

KATHLEEN: Thank God you came.
BUCK: I got your note. 
KATHLEEN: I've got to get away from here. You're the only one I can turn to. (takes his hands).
BUCK: What happened?
KATHLEEN: My father's making me marry Rance Morgan. I tried talking him out of it but he wouldn't listen. If I refuse he'll turn me out. (Buck puts his hand on her face)
BUCK: He can't do that.
KATHLEEN: Oh, you don't know him. Please, Buck, you've got to help me.
BUCK: How?
KATHLEEN: I've got relatives in St. Louis. They'll give me a place to stay until my father comes to his senses. I'd like you to take me there, please.

Buck looks horrified.

KATHLEEN: Oh, God, I know I've got no right to ask. But I can't imagine not seeing you again.

BUCK: (nodding) Okay.

TWENTY-FIRST SCENE - THE CHASE IS ON

Setting: Saloon exterior

Devlin comes riding up and ties his horse to the hitching post. Rance and some men are coming out of the saloon laughing. Devlin comes up the steps frantic, telling him that Kathleen has run away to St. Louis. Rance asks if Devlin is sure, Devlin says yes, she left a note. Rance says she's probably run off with that Indian, but don't worry, he'll get him. He calls to his men, "Come on boys!"
They ride off as Devlin looks worried.

Setting: The road

Buck and Kathleen are riding at a run, when Lou comes along from the other direction. She calls to Buck as they pass each other; he and Kathleen stop and turn. Lou asks where he's going. Buck says don't worry, tell Teaspoon I'll be back in a few days. Lou is sweaty and has the mochila on her saddle, indicating she's on a run. She calls again after Buck as they run off, and he calls back that he's going to St. Louis. Lou turns and rides off too.

Next, we see Kathleen's horse is having trouble. They get down and Buck turns up her horse's hoof. A rock is wedged in it. Kathleen asks if they can keep going. Buck said not for long and not at this pace. Kathleen moans, "Great, now what?" Buck offers her his horse, and she asks what about you? Buck says he'll be all right. Kathleen looks around and then says let's double up. He points out that'll slow them down, and she says well we're wasting time. He grins. They get on the good horse and ride off, leaving the lame horse standing there.

TWENTY-SECOND SCENE - GUNFIGHT AND THE RIDERS TO THE RESCUE

Lou comes riding into the station holding out the mochila in her hand. She tosses it to some dude we’ve never seen before, who’s wearing brown pants and a red bandana tied around his neck, and he jumps on the horse and rides out.
Lou calls out to Teaspoon as the new guy rides off.
The scene switches to a rock formation with Buck and Kathleen. Rance and his men are catching up to them. Kathleen observes that her father must have sent them after her; Buck asks if she wants to go back. 
KATHLEEN: To him? Never.
Buck smiles. Rance and his men are getting closer; Buck runs his horse off and takes Kathleen behind a rock. The men get to the rock formation and get down off their horses. Buck and Kathleen look over their rock as the men chase off their horses as well, then start climbing the rocks. Rance yells to Buck to send Kathleen out and he’ll let him go. Kathleen begs Buck not to believe him, and Buck says he won’t. 
The men are stationed at the top of the rocks. Rance tells Kathleen to come out. She yells back that she’d rather kill herself than marry Rance and if she does that, her father will kill Rance. Rance mutters that she wouldn’t have the nerve, and turns and aims.
Buck runs back and forth between two rocks firing and reloading, and manages to shoot a couple of the men on the rocks without getting hit. Kathleen is frightened. Buck, Rance, and the remaining henchmen continue to exchange fire; Buck is out of ammo and returns to Kathleen. She says, Go on, Buck, it’s me he wants, taking his hand. Buck says they’ll have to fight him. 
KATHLEEN: Buck, he’ll kill you.
BUCK: He can try. 
He goes to kiss her but she turns her head and tells him, “Don’t be a fool.”
She runs to Rance with Buck shouting, “Kathleen!” He runs after her and two of the men converge on him with their guns drawn.
RANCE: Bring him here, boys. Cooperate, Indian, or the girl will get hurt.
KATHLEEN: Don’t listen to him, Buck. (Turns to Rance) What are you going to do to him?
RANCE: Not much. Just gonna see what he’s made of is all.
KATHLEEN: You hurt him and I’ll - - 
RANCE: You’ll WHAT? I’m gonna enjoy this.
KATHLEEN: No!
Before he can fire, a shot is heard overhead. They look up and the riders are all up above, their guns drawn. Kid says, “Let him go.” There’s a closeup of Lou as she cocks the gun. 
Rance says, all right, and the riders start down. Rance tells Buck that he’s taking Miss Devlin home. If he hears any gunfire she’s liable to come by an accident. “And her daddy wouldn’t like that.” He says, “Let’s go” and drags Kathleen after him. They get on horses as the riders come down the cliff. Buck moves after Kathleen and the men tell him to hold it, pointing their guns. Buck stops. Cody parks himself with his rifle on a rock, and Jimmy comes next to Buck, pointing his revolver.
“What the hell are you doin’, Buck?” Jimmy asks.
BUCK: He won’t hurt her. She’s all he’s got. Don’t follow me, this isn’t your fight.
LOU: She’s not worth it, Buck, you’ll only get hurt.
BUCK: Well , I’ll take that chance.
He puts his knife in his boot, then says, “Thanks.” He runs off, leaving the riders holding their guns on Rance’s men.

TWENTY-THIRD SCENE - - RANCE CONFRONTS THE DEVLINS

Back at the Devlins’, Rance opens the door and shoves Kathleen through it. 
RANCE: Here’s your darling daughter.
DEVLIN: (taking her by the two arms) Kathleen, thank God. (Kathleen pulls away). I owe you, Rance.
RANCE: I know. And it’s time to pay up. 
(He pulls his gun on them, as Kathleen’s mouth drops open).
DEVLIN: What the hell are ya doin’?
RANCE: Takin’ what’s mine. I been like a son to you. And what do I got to show for it? Roof over my head, and the clothes on my body? Ain’t hardly worth fifteen years of my life. Hell, the only reason you’ll let me marry Kathleen is ‘cause you can’t do it yourself.
DEVLIN: Kathleen’s right about you, Rance, you’re insane. Now put that down before it’s too late.
RANCE: Too late for what? See, I know about some things that you done, things that you’ll get in a lot of trouble for if it ever gets found out. I got proof too, hidden away in a nice safe place. (He draws an envelope from his pocket and puts it on the table). 
He wants Devlin to sign a contract making him a full partner in everything he owns effective immediately. He brags, “See, I’m smarter than you thought. Now sign and make it legal.”
DEVLIN: And if I refuse?
Rance cocks his gun. 
RANCE: The walls come tumblin’ down.
KATHLEEN: Do as he says, Father, or you’ll lose everything.
DEVLIN: (Going around the desk and reaching down to a drawer) I’m sorry (Grabs a gun), I can’t!
Rance shoots Devlin in the shoulder as Kathleen screams. Devlin falls in front of the fireplace.
KATHLEEN: Daddy, no!
Devlin reaches toward the gun on the floor.
RANCE: Don’t make me kill you!
KATHLEEN: (On the floor kneeling next to Devlin) Daddy, no! You can’t get do this Rance, you’ll never get away with it! Never!
Rance is staring at them, when Buck throws his knife into Rance’s back from behind.
Rance falls to the floor in front of the Devlins, who look in horror at the knife sticking out of his back.
Buck comes into the room through the door and stands watching.
KATHLEEN: Daddy? Oh I’m sorry Daddy, I’m so sorry.
DEVLIN: Now, Kathleen, it’s all right. Everything’s going to be all right.
KATHLEEN: I wasn’t going anywhere. I just wanted you to get rid of Rance. (Clutching his hand to her neck as Buck looks on). It’ll be just you and me now, I swear. (She kisses his hand) I’ll never leave you again. (Devlin kisses her hand a little creepily).
BUCK: (Looking a little nauseated) Kathleen?
The Devlins look up at him startled, as if they’d forgotten he was there.
KATHLEEN: I’m sorry, Buck. 
Buck looks sick, but he’s getting the picture. Kathleen looks back at Daddy and starts messing with his shoulder wound. Buck takes off the cross she gave him and puts it on a stack of books before turning and leaving.

THE END.

